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Donald J. Trump Sworn in as 45th President of the U.S. 

At noon on Friday, January 20, 
Donald J. Trump took the oath of of-
fice to become the 45th President of 
the United States and Mike Pence was 
sworn in as the 48th Vice President of 
the United States. In his 
Inaugural Address, Mr. 
Trump hit out at the 
Washington political 
establishment, accusing 
elites of abusing the trust 
of the American people, 
and touting his "America 
first" mindset, he 
pledged to bring jobs 
back to the U.S.  
     “For too long, a small 
group in our nation's 
capital has reaped the 
rewards of government 
while the people have 
borne the cost,” Mr. 
Trump declared in his 
inaugural speech. 
“Washington flourished, 
but the people did not 
share in its wealth.” 

     That same day, Mr. Trump took a 
few key steps for his new Administra-
tion, including: (1) officially sending 

Budget Cuts and Sweeping Freezes on Regulatory Actions Proposed  

26 Cabinet-level and executive nomina-
tions to the Senate for formal consider-
ation; (2) signing an executive order 
giving federal agencies broad powers to 
unwind regulations created under the 

Affordable Care Act; and (3) issuing a 
memorandum calling for most pending 

federal rules to be halted "in order to 
ensure that the President's appointees 
or designees have the opportunity to 
review any new or pending regula-
tions."  

     The new Trump 
White House website 
also includes updated 
information on six 
different policy areas.  

 

Freezes on Regulato-
ry Actions and Hir-
ing and a Vow to De-
regulate EPA 

      
     As soon as his 
swearing in was com-
plete, President Trump 
ordered a mandatory 
freeze on a wide range 
of pending Obama 
administration rules, 
taking the first steps to 
undo President 
Obama's regulatory 
agenda. The new Ad-

ministration is also preparing to begin 

REGISTER NOW FOR THE 2017 FAMILY FARM ALLIANCE ANNUAL CONFERENCE!   

COMPLETE CONFERENCE AGENDA INCLUDED ON PAGES 7-11. 

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  

President Trump signs his first executive order just hours after being in-

augurated as the 45th president of the U.S. Vice President Mike Pence 

(left) and Chief of Staff Reince Priebus (right) witness the historic event.                                                                              

Source: AP Images 
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However, not all of the Heritage Foundation’s recommenda-
tions are likely to be embraced by all Republicans and con-
servatives in Congress.  For example, Heritage Foundation’s 
“Blueprint for Reform: A Comprehensive Policy Agenda for a 
New Administration in 2017” proposes that the Trump Admin-
istration eliminate the Bureau of Reclamation.  

“We haven’t seen any details yet on how the new Admin-
istration’s budget proposal would affect the water resources 
programs, policies and projects of the Bureau of Reclamation 
and Corps of Engineers,” said Mark Limbaugh, the Family 
Farm Alliance’s representative in Washington, D.C. 
  

Cabinet Nominations 
 

     The day before the inauguration, President Trump an-
nounced his last remaining member of his Cabinet: former 
Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue to serve as his U.S. Secretary 

of Agriculture. Perdue served 
on Trump's agricultural adviso-
ry committee during his presi-
dential campaign and, in an-
nouncing the nomination, the 
Trump transition team stressed 
Perdue's focus on rural commu-
nities and family farms, de-
scribing it as a "key part of the 
Trump movement."   
     Earlier in the week, six Sen-
ate committees held eight con-
firmation hearings for Trump's 
nominees for Secretaries of the 
Interior, Education, Commerce, 
Health and Human Services, 
Energy, and Treasury, in addi-
tion to the Administrator of 
EPA and U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations. During the 
previous week of January 9, 
seven Senate committees held 
confirmation hearings for 

Trump's nominees for U.S. Attorney General, CIA Director, 
Homeland Security, Transportation, State, Defense, Housing 
and Urban Development Secretaries.  
     On Inauguration Day, the Senate confirmed two retired 
Marine generals, James Mattis and John Kelly, who are Presi-
dent Trump's nominees to lead the Defense and Homeland 
Security departments, respectively. The following Monday, 
the Senate voted to confirm Rep. Mike Pompeo (R-KS) to 
serve as Director of the Central Intelligence Agency. 
     President Trump's nominees to head the Interior Depart-
ment, Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-MONTANA) and Energy Depart-
ment, former GOP Gov. Rick Perry (TEXAS) will have to 
wait for a Senate vote sometime within the next few weeks. 
Numerous Senate committees will also be holding final confir-
mation votes this month for other cabinet positions. 

January 2017 

President Trump Tackles Regs and Spending  

implementing a deregulatory “action plan” at the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) and other agencies begin-
ning as soon as this month. The President has also implement-
ed a hiring freeze for all federal agencies, excluding those 
agencies with public health and safety or national security 
missions. 

The regulatory freeze could have an immediate effect on a 
number of non-final rules from agencies such as the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Department of Energy, EPA, the 
Department of Transportation, and the Department of the In-
terior, among others, many of which were announced in the 
final days of the Obama Administration. However, the freeze 
will have no impact on existing regulations, like the Clean 
Power Plan and the “waters of the U.S.” (WOTUS) rule. 

The order calls for all regulations that have been sent to 
the Office of Federal Register but not published to be imme-
diately withdrawn. For regulations that have been published 
in the Federal Regis-
ter but have not yet 
taken effect, the order 
calls for their postpone-
ment for at least 60 
days. The memo makes 
exceptions for rules 
regarding emergency 
situations relating to 
health, safety, finance 
or national security 
matters, and for regula-
tions promulgated un-
der court order. Typi-
cally, incoming Admin-
istrations review an 
outgoing president’s 
late term regulatory 
actions to ensure they 
are consistent with the 
policy positions of the 
new president.  

Days later, President 
Trump signed three executive orders withdrawing from the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade deal, placing a hiring 
freeze on non-military federal workers, and cutting off federal 
funding for foreign organizations that provide abortions. Pres-
ident Trump is expected to sign numerous other executive 
orders over the next several weeks nullifying previous execu-
tive orders and policies signed and implemented by former 
President Obama. 

On January 19, it was reported by The Hill that the Trump 
Administration is preparing plans to "shrink the federal bu-
reaucracy" and "reduce federal spending by $10.5 trillion over 
10 years." The proposed cuts hew closely to a blueprint pub-
lished in March 2016 by the conservative Heritage Founda-
tion, a think tank that has helped staff the Trump transition. 

No Details Yet on Water Policy Tack (Cont’d from Pg. 1)  

Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-MT), President Trump’s nominee for Secretary 

of the Interior . Photo Source: Office of Rep. Zinke 
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In the coming months, the Alliance will continue to moni-
tor White House actions to get a better sense of which types of 
policy recommendations will gain traction with the new Ad-
ministration, and find ways to bolster the work needed to turn 

ideas into actions.    

     At some point, the Trump 
Administration will need to ad-
dress how Western water re-
sources development is ham-
strung by the implementation of 
federal environmental laws and 
regulations. Unfortunately, it’s 
hard to shine the light on these 
issues when energy issues, re-
pealing and/or replacing 
Obamacare and tax reform are all 
center stage in Washington.  

     “We are doing our best to let 
the transition team know that it’s 
time to make Western irrigated 
agriculture one of the priorities 
for the Trump Administration,” 
said Mr. Keppen.    

     On policy matters, the Alli-
ance is also working with a coali-
tion of Western ranching and 
conservation organizations, in-
cluding Western Landowners 
Alliance and Partners for Conser-
vation, to reach agreement on 
principles that can be shared with 
the new administration. Most of 

these principles relate to incentive-driven conservation, and 
environmental work that puts priority on collaboration, rather 
than confrontation and litigation.  

January 2017 

Alliance Engages Trump-Pence Transition Team 

President-Elect Trump has nominated all his proposed 
Cabinet members, building upon the work conducted by his 
transition team over the past few months, working to ensure a 
smooth progression of power, despite many distractions and a 
very divided country.  

The Family Farm Alliance 
has transmitted two letters to 
the Trump transition team sug-
gesting names for potential ad-
ministration appointments, re-
flecting input provided by the 
board of directors and Advisory 
Committee. The Alliance also 
transmitted a support letter for 
Ryan Zinke, President-Elect 
Trump’s choice for Secretary of 
the Interior, prior to his confir-
mation hearing on January 17 
before the Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. 
     Earlier this month, the Alli-
ance completed its “Road Map 
for the Trump Administration” 
report, a 50-page white paper 
which was transmitted to key 
Trump transition team mem-
bers.  
     “One key item that we ad-
dress is regulatory streamlining, 
something that the Alliance has 
been advocating for longer than 
most organizations,” said Alli-
ance executive director Dan Keppen. “It is also an issue that 
would mesh with the agendas of the transportation and energy 
industries, who have been aggressively lobbying the transition 
team.” 

Earlier this month,  Congressman Ken Buck (R-

COLORADO) introduced H.R. 519, the Water and Agricul-
ture Tax Reform Act of 2017 (WATER Act), a key legislative 
priority that Mr. Buck shepherded through committee last 
year and hopes to see on the House Floor in the 
115th Congress.  

The Family Farm Alliance formally supported the WA-
TER Act in the last Congress, and will do so again. 

The legislation permits mutual water and storage delivery 
companies to retain their non-profit status even if they receive 
more than 15% of their revenue from non-member sources. 

The additional non-member revenue raised under the act must 
be used for maintenance, operations, and infrastructure im-
provements. By allowing these companies to raise additional 
revenue from non-members, they can invest in infrastructure 
improvements that allow them to offer more affordable water 
resources to their members.  

“Farmers and ranchers around the Fourth Congressional 
District support this legislation because they need affordable 
water,” Congressman Ken Buck stated. “We worked hard on 
this legislation last year and I’m hopeful that this year we’ll 
see it pass the House and Senate and signed into law.”  

Congressman Buck Reintroduces the WATER Act 

Alliance D.C. advocate Mark Limbaugh (left) shares his 
observations for what the new year holds for Capitol Hill 
and the new administration. Alliance executive director 
Dan Keppen (right) moderated a panel that also included 
former Assistant Interior Secretary Anne Castle and John 
Freshman (Best, Best & Krieger , Washington, D.C.) The 
panel discussion took place earlier this month at the Mid-

Pacific Water Users Conference in Reno (NEVADA). 
Courtesy of Mike Wade, CA Farm Water Coalition. 

Legislation aimed at mutual companies supported by Alliance 
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     David Murillo has been 
named Acting Commission-
er for the Bureau of Recla-
mation, which is the largest 
wholesale water supplier in 
the United States and the 
nation’s second largest pro-
ducer of hydroelectric pow-
er. He will serve in this 
capacity until a commis-
sioner is nominated by 
President Donald Trump 
and confirmed by the Sen-
ate. 
     As acting commissioner, 
Murillo directs an agency 
of more than 5,000 employ-

ees across 17 western states 
who help maintain 475 dams 
and 337 reservoirs that pro-
vide more than 30 million 

acre-feet (10 trillion gallons) of water for 31 million people 
in the West. The Commissioner is also responsible for Rec-
lamation’s maintenance of 53 hydroelectric power plants 
that generate, on average, 40 billion kilowatt hours annually 
– about 15 percent of the nation’s hydropower – and pro-

David Murillo Named Acting Reclamation Commissioner  

January 2017 

vides one out of five Western farmers with irrigation water for 
farmland that is the source of much of the nation's produce. 

Murillo was appointed regional director of Reclamation’s  
Mid-Pacific Region in December 2012. He oversaw management 
of the Region’s 11 water projects in an area encompassing the 
northern two-thirds of California, most of western Nevada and 
part of southern Oregon. The Region includes the multi-purpose 
Central Valley Project in California, one of the nation’s most 
complex and highest-profile network of dams, reservoirs, canals 
and hydroelectric power plants. 

Beginning in September 2010, he served as Reclamation’s 
deputy commissioner for operations. In 2006, Murillo was select-
ed as the power manager for the Grand Coulee Power Office, the 
nation’s largest hydroelectric facility. He managed the Grand 
Coulee and Hungry Horse dams and power plants. Murillo joined 
Reclamation in 2000 as the manager of the field office in Yakima, 
Washington, where he was responsible for the operation and 
maintenance of storage reservoirs, fish facilities, diversion dams 
and hydropower plants. Previously, he worked for the Department 
of Defense and Department of Energy on nuclear-controlled pure 
water and waste tanks, as well as steam plants. 

Murillo is originally from Yakima and graduated from Wash-
ington State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in me-
chanical engineering in 1984. 

Murillo and his wife, Terri, have three adult children. 
- News Release courtesy of the Bureau of Reclamation- 

 

Dear Friends of the Family Farm Alliance: 

Irrigation Leader magazine is distributed to irri-

gation district managers and boards of directors 

in the 17 western states, Bureau of Reclamation 

officials, members of Congress and committee 

staff, and advertising sponsors.  

We encourage Family Farm Alliance members 

to consider signing up for an electronic notice or 

having their names added to the hard copy 

mailing list of Irrigation Leader magazine. You 

can do so by contacting Kris Polly at  

(703)-517-3962 or by e-mailing  

Irrigation.Leader@waterstrategies.com.  

REGISTER NOW FOR THE 2017 FAMILY FARM ALLIANCE ANNUAL CONFERENCE!   

FEBRUARY 23-24, 2017 AT THE MONTE CARLO IN LAS VEGAS 

GO TO WWW.FAMILYFARMALLIANCE.ORG TO DOWNLOAD REGISTRATION FORMS 

David Murillo.  

Photo Source: USBR.  
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"While we might prefer an interpretation more consistent 
with what appear to us to be the most prominent goals of the 
Clean Water Act, Chevron tells us that so long as the agency's 
statutory interpretation is reasonable, what we might prefer is 
irrelevant," the majority wrote.  

The Catskill case centers on EPA's 2008 regulation which 
says a transfer of water between 
two jurisdictional waterbodies, 
absent intervening industrial, 
agricultural or other use, does 
not require a discharge per-
mit. While the CWA mandates 
an NPDES permit for the 
"addition of any pollutant to 
navigable waters from any point 
source," EPA in the water trans-
fer rule relies on a "unitary wa-
ters" reading of the language. 
Under that theory, pollution 
being transferred directly from 
one waterbody to another can-
not qualify as an "addition" 
requiring a permit because it 
was already in a navigable wa-
ter. 

     "By acknowledging the ar-
guments against requiring 
NPDES permits for water trans-

fers, and noting that unitary-waters arguments would be open 
to the parties on remand, the Court can be read to have sug-
gested that such arguments are reasonable, even if not, in the 
Court's view, preferable," the 2nd Circuit found.  

January 2017 

2nd Circuit Upholds EPA’s Water Transfer Rule 
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit in a 2-1 

ruling has reversed a lower court and found EPA's Clean Wa-
ter Act (CWA) rule exempting the transfer of water from one 
basin to another from CWA National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) discharge permits is a reasona-
ble interpretation of the law. The Court found the rule should 
be upheld under the agency 
judicial deference doctrine 
known as Chevron.  The lower 
district court had found that 
EPA misinterpreted the CWA 
in not requiring NPDES permits 
for water transfers, like trans-
basin diversions typical in the 
Western U.S. 

"Despite the district court's 
herculean efforts and its careful 
and exhaustive explanation for 
the result it reached, we now 
reverse for the reasons set forth 
below," the 2nd Circuit majori-
ty opinion found.  

The Jan. 18 ruling 
in Catskill Mountains Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited, Inc. et al. v. 
EPA, et al. agrees with the dis-
trict court that the CWA does 
not speak directly to the ques-
tion of whether NPDES permits are required for water trans-
fers. But in its analysis of whether the water transfer rule's 
interpretation of the law is reasonable, the 2nd Circuit reached 
a contrary conclusion from the lower court.  

Congressmen David G. Valadao (CA-21) on the first day 
of the 115th Congress introduced legislation in the U.S. House 
of Representatives to modernize water policies throughout the 
entire Western United States, including in the State of Cali-
fornia. 
     Agriculture drives the American economy and is the back-
bone of California’s economy, a $35 billion industry that pro-
duces over 400 commodities and accounts for over a half of 
our nation’s fruits and vegetables. The Central Valley is the 
agriculture powerhouse of the State, yet, securing a reliable 
water supply continues to be one of the greatest challenges 
facing the Valley. In addition to cutbacks to farmers, reduc-
tions to municipalities, and the threat of heavy fines for 
groundwater use, California’s Central Valley in recent years 
has been hit especially hard by the lack of rainfall and burden-
some federal regulations that limit water deliveries to the 
Central Valley. 
     In an effort to provide struggling communities the water 
they desperately need, Congressman Valadao introduced H.R. 
23, the Guiding Responsibility on Water Act, also known as 

the GROW Act, which works to make more water available to 
families, farmers, and entire communities in California and 
bordering Western states.  
     The legislation provides relief to California families, farm-
ers, and communities by restoring water deliveries that have 
been drastically reduced over the last two decades as a result 
of various environmental lawsuits and illogical state and fed-
eral regulations. Rep. Valadao’s legislation requires regula-
tors to comply with the bipartisan Bay-Delta Accord, which is 
consistent with the requirements of the Endangered Species 
Act. Furthermore, the bill will cut red tape holding back ma-
jor water storage projects that have been authorized for over a 
decade, which will aid the entire Western United States dur-
ing dry years.  
     “While we were able to implement temporary provisions 
in the 114th Congress, a complete and long term agreement is 
still needed,” said Rep. Valadao. “My bill, the GROW Act, 
will enact policies to expand our water infrastructure and al-
low for more water conveyance while protecting the water 
rights of users across the state." 

Valadao Bill Intends to Improve Western Water Reliability 

Any potential new level of regulation, permitting and cer-
tain litigation could hamstring the economies of states like 
Arizona, California and Colorado (shown above), areas 
where millions of acre-feet of water are transferred every 
year. Photo Source: The Applegate Group. 
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A complete agenda for the upcom-
ing conference can be found  
in the pages that follow.   

January 2017 

2017 Family Farm Alliance Annual Meeting & Conference 

Thursday Luncheon Keynote Speaker:  Lester Snow  
Lester Snow was founding director of the Water Foundation in California 

and continues to provide strategic counsel on programs, projects, and initia-
tives. Mr. Snow has a distinguished record of innovation and results working 
on complex natural resource management matters. Prior to the Water Founda-
tion, he served as California Secretary for Natural Resources. Previously, Mr. 
Snow was Director of the California Department of Water Resources, where he 
headed a Department that protects, conserves, and manages California’s water 
supply, including operation of the California State Water Project, the largest 
state-run, multi-purpose water and power system in the United States.  

Mr. Snow has also served as Executive Director of CALFED, regional di-
rector for the Bureau of Reclamation, General Manager of the San Diego 
County Water Authority, and spent six years with the Arizona Department of 
Water Resources. 

  

Friday Morning Keynote Speaker: John Fleck 

Long-time water reporter and author of the recently published 
“Water is For Fighting Over”, John Fleck argues that the constant 
doom and gloom about water in the West misses something extremely 
important that’s been going on in recent years.  Even in the face of 
scarce water and apocalyptic fears, communities have managed to 
adapt and thrive in surprising ways.  Mr. Fleck argues that there’s a 
case for optimism.  Farmers and cities in the West have shown an 
impressive ability to adapt and even cooperate across state lines to 
overcome water scarcity.   

Mr. Fleck is the new Director of the Water Resources Program at 
the University of New Mexico.  In Las Vegas, Mr. Fleck will discuss 
his new book and further explain why he’s cautiously optimistic about 
the West, and how our region can cope with water challenges in the 
future.  

Meet Your Keynote Speakers!  

     The Family Farm Alliance will tackle the reality of 
the “Next West” head-on by challenging everyone in 
irrigated agriculture to consider new and unusual solu-
tions and strategies in dealing with old and frustrating 
problems.  The Annual Meeting and Conference will be 
held Thursday and Friday, February 23-24 at the Monte 
Carlo Resort & Casino in Las Vegas. 
     While Congress’ members are more polarized by 
party than at any time since the Reconstruction Era, a 
majority of Americans tell pollsters they’d like to see 
Washington rediscover the lost art of political compro-
mise.  As ever, many Americans are pragmatists, ready 
to meet in the middle. 
     Moving into this “Next West”, it is no secret that 
irrigated agriculture has never faced more challenges. 
Fortunately, Western producers have led the way 

through proactive, flexible and strategic leadership and 
working with partners to find solutions to difficult is-
sues. However, despite the best efforts and the valiant 
leadership of these problem-solvers, we have witnessed 
the slow but steady dismantlement of once prosperous 
Western rural communities.  
     The Family Farm Alliance’s 29th Annual Meeting 
and Conference will include speakers and discussions 
that address how we deal with these many issues and 
questions, which will determine the future of farming 
and ranching in the Next West.     
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Continued on Page 11 

2017 Annual Meeting & Conference 

Farming and Ranching in “The Next West” 

AGENDA 

Wednesday  

February 22, 2017 

 

8:00  a.m.. to 4:00 p.m.  Board of Directors and Advisory Committee Meetings  

Thursday 

February 23, 2017 

 

7:30 a.m.  Registration Desk Open  

8:00 a.m. Welcome – Opening Comments: Alliance President Patrick O’Toole will sum-

marize the busy year he and the Alliance had, engaging in a variety of national 

initiatives, developing new partnerships, and strengthening existing networks. 

He will set the stage for the 2017 general session, which will be forward-looking 

and focused on making positive change with a new Congress and new admin-

istration in Washington, D.C. 

8:10 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. “The Colorado River in the Next West: Where do we go from here?” 

Recent public messaging on the Colorado River suggests that all parties are in 

agreement as to what is most needed for Colorado River’s health and stability.  

Is the top priority for the next administration the need to complete the negotia-

tions between the United States and Mexico?  Is it resolution of the Lower Basin 

“structural deficit”?  Is a full suite of supply enhancement and demand manage-

ment actions on the table?  Hear from a high profile panel of water managers 

about their perspectives, goals and advice to the Trump Administration about 

Colorado River water policy. Moderated by Tina Shields (Water Department 

Manager for Imperial Irrigation District), this panel features Tom Buschatzke 

(Director, Arizona Department of Water Resources), John Entsminger (General 

Manager, Southern Nevada Water Authority), Kevin Kelley (General Manager, 

Imperial Irrigation District), and Jeff Kightlinger (General Manager, Metropolitan 

Water District of Southern California).  

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  
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Continued on Page 9 

2017 Family Farm Alliance Annual Conference 

Farming and Ranching in “The Next West” 

AGENDA 

Thursday  

February 23, 2017 

 

(Continued) 

9:30  a.m.. to 9:45 a.m.  Break   

9:45 a.m. to  11:00 a.m. Reclamation Roundtable – Acting Commissioner David Murillo will be the key-

note speaker prior to the panel discussion featuring all five regional directors 

from the Bureau of Reclamation, who will participate in an interactive discussion 

of key policy issues that span the West in this time-honored Alliance conference 

tradition.  Dan Keppen (Alliance Executive Director) will moderate a panel that 

includes regional directors Terry Fulp (Lower Colorado Region), Mike Ryan 

(Great Plains Region), Brent Rhees (Upper Colorado Region).  David Palumbo 

(Deputy Commissioner for Operations) and Roseanne Gonzales (Dir. of Admin-

istration) will also weigh in, discussing drought, flood, the Reclamation work-

force, and aging infrastructure.  

  11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.  The New Farm Bill - This panel of agency and congressional agriculture 

committee representatives and agriculture and conservation spokespersons will 

provide perspectives on what the new Farm Bill might look like, and how it may 

be used as a vehicle to improve coordination between the Interior Department 

and USDA water conservation programs. Panelists include John Farner 

(Irrigation Association) and Josh Maxwell (Republican staff director, House 

Committee on Agriculture), John Piotti (President, American Farmland Trust. 

Moderated by Alliance President Patrick O’Toole. 

Noon to 1:15 p.m.  Luncheon featuring Keynote Speaker: Lester Snow. Lester Snow was found-

ing director of the Water Foundation and continues to provide strategic counsel 

on programs, projects, and initiatives. Mr. Snow has a distinguished record of 

innovation and results working on complex natural resource management mat-

ters. Prior to the Water Foundation, he served as California Secretary for Natu-

ral Resources. Previously, Mr. Snow was Director of the California Department 

of Water Resources, where he headed a Department that protects, conserves, 

and manages California’s water supply, including operation of the California 

State Water Project, the largest state-run, multi-purpose water and power sys-

tem in the United States. Mr. Snow has also served as Executive Director of 

CALFED, regional director for the Bureau of Reclamation, General Manager of 

the San Diego County Water Authority, and spent six years with the Arizona De-

partment of Water Resources.  

1:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. A Look at D.C. from the Hill: Mark Limbaugh moderates this panel of staff from 

key congressional water committees, via interactive videoconference.  Get the 

inside scoop on how the new Congress will tackle Western water and environ-

mental challenges.  
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Continued on Page 10 

2017 Family Farm Alliance Annual Conference 

Farming and Ranching in “The Next West” 

AGENDA 

Thursday  

February 23, 2017 

 

(Continued) 

2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. “WOTSUP with WOTUS?” - The Obama Administration’s Clean Water Act 

rulemaking, which created intense controversy over which “Waters of the 

U.S” (WOTUS) are jurisdictional under the Act, is now the subject of a battle be-

ing waged in federal court.  Meanwhile, senior water policy appointees within the 

Obama Administration have formally pledged that decade-old clarifying provi-

sions intended to provide assurances on operations and maintenance of irriga-

tion canals will hold, regardless of what the court decides.  Hear from attorneys 

on both sides of the litigation, as well as policy makers close to the rulemaking, 

to learn what’s up with WOTUS. Moderated by Gary Sawyers (Bolen Fransen 

Sawyers LLP, Fresno, CA), panelists include Melinda Kassen (Interim Director, 

Center for Water Resources, Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership), 

Don Parrish (American Farm Bureau Federation, Senior Director, Regulatory 

Relations), and John Pawlow (House Water Resources and Environment Sub-

committee, Professional Staff).  

3:00 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.  Break  

3:15 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Seeking a Sustainable Balance of Economic Prosperity and Environmen-

tal Protection in the Next West. President-elect Trump has vowed to honor 

"the legacy of Theodore Roosevelt … one of our great environmentalists." How 

will he make good on this promise with his new Administration? Listen to this 

well-respected panel of policy experts, conservationists and producers discuss 

how to avoid the wild pendulum swings that characterize land and wildlife policy 

in America and implement actions that seek to find a sustainable balance of en-

vironmental protection and economic prosperity.  Moderated by Mary Kelly 

(Partner, Culp & Kelly, Austin, Texas), this panel features Eric Holst (Associate 

Vice President, Working Lands, Environmental Defense Fund), Cannon Michael 

(Bowles Farming Co., California), Ted Kowalski (Senior Program Officer – Envi-

ronment, Walton Family Farm Foundation Colorado River Initiative), (Barry 

Thom, Regional Administrator of NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region), and Da-

vid Willms (Office of Wyoming Governor Matthew Mead).  

 Exhibitors’ Presentations (5 minutes each) 

5:00 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. 2017 Annual Meeting 

5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Evening Reception - Monte Carlo Patio, Las Vegas Blvd. entrance 
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2017 Family Farm Alliance Annual Conference 

Farming and Ranching in “The Next West” 

AGENDA 

Friday  

February 24, 2017 

 

7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

8:00 a.m.– 8:45 a.m. Keynote Address: John Fleck. Long-time water reporter and author of the re-

cently published “Water is For Fighting Over”, John Fleck is the new Director of 

the Water Resources Program at the University of New Mexico.  In Las Vegas, 

Mr. Fleck will discuss his new book and further explain why he’s cautiously opti-

mistic about the West, and how our region can cope with water challenges in the 

future.  

8:45 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Getting on the Same Page for Effective Communications - Western farmers 

and ranchers are stepping up their game to employ sophisticated marketing, com-

munications and outreach strategies to both protect and enhance their livelihoods.  

Central Oregon Irrigation District has implemented an aggressive marketing and 

communications strategy as its customers’ way of life has been threatened by En-

dangered Species Act litigation driven by outside interests. In California, a massive 

state-wide public outreach campaign is being developed to change the media and 

public perception in the state that leads the country in cash farm receipts. Idaho 

water users are gearing up for an epic battle as environmental activists apply pres-

sure to remove critical dams on the Lower Snake River. As agricultural communi-

cators, we will be much more effective if we’re all saying the same things. Learn 

more about these and other efforts, and why they are important to the future of the 

rural West. Panelists include Shon Ray (Central Oregon Irrigation District), Norm 

Semanko (Idaho Water Users Association) and Mike Wade (California Farm Water 

Coalition). Moderated by Brian Werner (Northern Water, Berthoud, Colorado). 

10:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. Break 

10:15 a.m. to  Vision on Infrastructure: Getting Irrigation Districts ready to Maximize Feder-

al Financing Opportunities. President-Elect Trump has articulated his vision for 

domestic infrastructure improvement that has the potential to provide significant 

federal investment in irrigation modernization. However, districts will need to check 

regulatory and financial boxes to be able to leverage federal dollars in local pro-

jects. This panel of water managers, conservationists and policy experts will pro-

vide detailed information regarding the work that irrigation districts need to be do-

ing right now to prepare for a renewed focus on tackling aging water infrastructure 

challenges. Moderated by Marc Thalacker (Sisters, Oregon), panelists include Ju-

lie O’Shea (Famers Conservation Alliance, Oregon); David Palumbo (Deputy 

Commissioner, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation); Urban Eberhardt (Kittitas Reclama-

tion District, Yakima Basin, Washington); and Laura Ziemer (Trout Unlimited, Bo-

zeman, Montana).  
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2017 Family Farm Alliance Annual Conference 

Farming and Ranching in “The Next West” 

AGENDA 

Friday  

February 24, 2017 

(Continued) 

11:45 a.m. to noon Award Presenta�on and Closing Comments – Patrick O’Toole 

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  “Thirsty Land” - a full screening of the new documentary  - produced and di-

rected by Emmy Award winning filmmaker Conrad Weaver, who will be present to 

introduce the film and answer questions after the Friday afternoon showing.   

“Thirsty Land” is a documentary film that tells the sto-
ry about extreme drought, agriculture, and the water crisis 
in the western United States and how these challenges im-
pact farmers, local communities, and the environment. It 
features interviews with two Western producers who serve 

on the Family Farm Alliance board of directors.  
The depleted water resources in the American West is one 
of the most urgent challenges of the 21st century facing 
agriculture and growing urban communities. The drought 
in this region has local, national, and global impacts not 
only for the present, but also for future generations. 

The film looks at the water crisis from the side of agri-
culture and the potential long-term impact a continuing 
drought in the USA will have on our global food supply, 
and how it impacts local communities and cities, as well 
as farmers in the drought-stricken areas of the country.  

Thirsty Land is produced and directed by EMMY® 
Award-Winning film maker, Conrad Weaver.  It was re-
cently a featured selection at the Tallgrass Film Festival in 
Wichita, KS, and just recently became available for 
screening events across the country. 

“Our goal is to motivate change in people’s behavior 
and attitudes about the usage of water: to help the audi-
ence think about their own consumption of water every 
time they take a drink, enjoy a shower, or water their 
lawn,” said Mr. Weaver. “We hope this project will give 
the audience a better appreciation for farmers, scientists 
and companies who work so hard to produce our food, 
and preserve clean drinking water for our world.  

Conrad Weaver will introduce his new film, starting at 
1:00 p.m. on Friday, February 24, 2017. Drinks and hors 
d’oeuvres will be served at the showing, which will take 
place on the Monte Carlo Resort premises. Mr. Conrad 
will be available to answer questions and discuss the film 
with the audience.  

     “Our initiative is to help people understand the urgen-

cy of this situation, and motivate individuals, companies, 

and governments - both local and federal - to actions that 

conserve this important natural resource and preserve our 

way of life and our ability to provide food to a growing 

global population,” said Mr. Weaver. 
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DONOR SUPPORT 

Make your tax-deductible gift to the Alliance today!  Grassroots membership is vital to 

our organization. Thank you in advance for your loyal support. If you would like further 

info, please contact Dan Keppen at dankeppen@charter.net,  or visit our website: 

www.familyfarmalliance.org.  

Contributions can also be mailed directly to:  

Family Farm Alliance  

22895 S. Dickenson Avenue 

Riverdale, CA 93656. Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  

A Big  Thank You to  Our New and Support ing  Members!  

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2016 

ADVOCATE ($1,000 -$4,999) 

Allenberg Cotton CO (CA) 

Borba Farms Partners (CA) 

Coleman Farming Co. LLC (CA) 

Ferguson Farming (CA) 

Minidoka Irrigation District (ID) 
 

DEFENDER ($500-$999) 

Britz, Inc. (CA) 

Hills Valley Irrigation District (CA)  

Linneman Ranches, Inc. (CA) 

North Loup River Public Power (NE) 

O’Neill Ag (CA) 

 

PARTNER ($250-$499) 

E.E. Hall Inc. (CA)     Grotech, Inc. (CA) 

K-Cubed LLC (OR)     Midland Tractor (CA) 

North Fremont Canal Systems (ID)  

 

SUPPORTER 

Davids Engineering (CA) 


