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STORIES INSIDE………

Farm Alliance President 
Patrick O’Toole directly 
participated in three earlier 
workshops conducted by 
WGA in the past six 
months, where he dis-
cussed the issue of the 
ESA at the "family level" 
and how it impacts family 
farms. He also focused 
attention on how federal 
agency management of the 
ESA-listed delta smelt in 
California has dealt a 
"tragic blow" to producers 
in California’s Central 
Valley.  

     “The ESA has unfortu-
nately instilled fear in too 
many farmers, ranchers, 
and irrigators,” said Mr. 
O’Toole. “We need to find 
the right balance for how 
the ESA is implemented.” 

     Now, Mr. O’Toole and 
other Family Farm Alli-
ance leaders are working 

with WGA to suggest ideas for addi-
tional case studies, best practices and 
topics for webinars. The Alliance is 
also developing a detailed response to 
a follow-up questionnaire prepared by 
WGA, intended to expand upon ideas 
generated during breakout sessions 
and panel discussions. 

“Can we as ranchers and farmers 
come together with conservationists to 
have a future that we all feel comforta-
ble about?" he asked. "There will be a 
lot of pressures we'll all have to face in 
this regard, and we'll have to find a 
balanced place." 

Western Governors Begin Wrap-Up of ESA Initiative 

As the latest initiative 
of the Western Governors 
Association (WGA) ap-
proaches completion, appli-
cation of the federal En-
dangered Species Act con-
tinues to generate uncer-
tainty and real-life impacts 
to agricultural water users 
in the Western U.S.  
 

Western Governors’  
Chairman’s Initiative 

 

The last of four West-
ern Governors’ Species 
Conservation and Endan-
gered Species Act Initiative 
workshops was held earlier 
this month in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, an indication that 
WGA’s continuing work on 
this important initiative of 
its chairman, Wyoming 
Governor Matt Mead is 
coming to a close. Family 

Focus Intensifies on Impacts of the Act in the West 

Continued on Page 3 

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  

The Oregon Spotted Frog, protected under the federal Endangered 

Species Act, is at the center of a lawsuit that could threaten irriga-

tion supplies of several Central Oregon irrigation districts. Those 

districts and the family farmers and ranchers they represent recent-

ly scored victories in court and on Capitol Hill that advance the 

collaborative approach employed in their Deschutes River Basin. 

Photo Source: Deschutes Basin Board of Control 
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Senate Passes Energy Policy Modernization Act 

The U.S. Senate earlier this month passed S. 2012, the 
“Energy Policy Modernization Act” on an 85-12 roll call 
vote, one day after an important natural resources title was 
agreed to on a 97-0 floor vote. That amendment, authored by 
Senators Lisa Murkowski (R-ALASKA) and Maria Cantwell 
(D-WASHINGTON), Chair and Ranking Member, respec-
tively, of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Commit-
tee, includes a subtitle – “Water Infrastructure and Related 
Matters” - that will benefit irrigators across the Western U.S. 
     “We were pleased to see bipartisan support for this im-
portant natural resources title,” said Family Farm Alliance 
Executive Director Dan Keppen. “Chairman Murkowski and 
Senator Cantwell are to be commended for working with 
other Members to develop solutions to address some key 
Western water challenges.” 

     The Family Farm Alliance worked closely with Western 
Members and their staff on the development of several of the 
water provisions, including the “Bureau of Reclamation 
Transparency” and “Reservoir Operation Improvement” sec-
tions of the natural resources title. The former provisions 
would require Reclamation to publicly report on its water 
infrastructure repair needs every other year, and the latter 
would authorize studies and pilot projects to re-evaluate and 
update federal reservoir operation manuals, some of which 
were developed decades ago, to help increase usable water 
supplies during dry years. 
     The Alliance also worked in support of its Washington 
State members on the “Yakima River Basin Water Enhance-

ment Project Phase III Act of 2016”, which was featured in 
an Alliance case study report presented to the White House 
Water Summit on World Water Day. That effort was recog-
nized in a March 25 Y akima Herald-Republic editorial. 
     The new energy bill also includes a “Klamath Project 
Water and Power” section intended to assist Klamath irriga-
tors in meeting requirements under the federal Endangered 
Species Act and other challenges. Provisions intended to 
help repair the Klamath Project’s aging C-Flume facility are 
based in part on P.L. 111-11, signed into law in March 2009. 
     The Family Farm Alliance worked closely with Members 
of Congress to provide this tool in the aftermath of devastat-
ing flooding that occurred when a canal breached in Fernley, 
Nevada in January 2008, underscoring the importance of 
providing financing tools to tackle aging water infrastructure 
challenges in rural areas. 
     Other important provisions of the energy bill would make 
the entire active capacity of Wyoming’s Fontenelle Reser-
voir available for use, authorize new hydroelectric projects in 
Alaska, and initiate proceedings to identify market, procure-
ment and cost recovery mechanisms that would encourage 
development of pumped storage hydropower assets. 
     The House has already passed their version of an energy 
bill – H.R. 8. 
     “We will now work with the House and Senate commit-
tees of jurisdiction to address any questions in conferencing 
these bills into one,” said Mark Limbaugh, the Alliance’s 
representative in Washington, D.C.  

Amendment Includes Western Water Provisions 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit has rejected 
requests from several states and industry 
groups to review a three-judge panel's deci-
sion giving the appellate court authority 
over legal challenges over the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
the Army Corps of Engineers’ final Clean 
Water Act (CWA) “waters of the 
US” (WOTUS) jurisdiction rule, leaving a 
Supreme Court appeal as the last option for 
the rule's critics to challenge the appellate 
court decision.  Currently, the 6th Circuit 
nationwide stay of the WOTUS rule contin-
ues to remain in effect as the court reviews 
challenges to the newly minted federal reg-
ulation. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Cir-
cuit ordered a new briefing in a lawsuit over the WOTUS 
rule, seeking input on how the case is affected by the 6th 
Circuit decision giving that court authority to hear suits over 

the rule.  The 11th Circuit asked parties challenging the 
WOTUS rule to justify why it shouldn't stay an 
appeal of the regulation while the 6th Circuit 
debates its merits. In the 11th Circuit appeal, 
Georgia and 10 other states are seeking to over-
turn a ruling by the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Georgia's Atlanta Division 
that said the appellate court is the correct venue 
for a legal challenge to the CWA rule.   
     U.S. EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy 
supported the Administration’s Clean Water 
Rule earlier this month, telling a National Wild-
life Federation luncheon audience that the U.S. 
is “losing the battle of clean water” when ac-
cepting the organization’s top conservation 

award.  

“We have to take it back. We have to turn that around," 
Ms. McCarthy said, stressing that the rule is legal and neces-
sary to address water quality issues in the country. “We're 
going to win." 

Recent Court Developments in “Waters of the U.S.” 
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The Western Agriculture and Conservation Coalition – 
where the Family Farm Alliance is represented on the Steer-
ing Committee – also recently transmitted a set of ESA 
“common principles” to WGA. The Coalition is remarkable 
for the diversity of its members, which include production 
agriculture interests like the Alliance, California Farm Bu-
reau Federation, and Wyoming Stock Growers, as well as 
constructive conservation organizations like The Nature 
Conservancy, Trout Unlimited, and Environmental Defense.  

Meanwhile, ESA policy developments in Washington, 
D.C. and real-life examples of ESA implementation in the 
West underscore the importance of endeavors like the WGA 
Chairman’s Initiative to find ways to make the 40-year old 
Act work better for species and rural Western communities.  

 

USFWS Under Fire in House Oversight Hearings  
 

Earlier this month, the full House Natural Resources 
Committee held an oversight hearing on the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’ (USFWS) new definition for what consti-
tutes "destruction or adverse modification" of critical habitat 
for species listed under the ESA, developed jointly with Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). The agencies also 
clarified the criteria for designating critical habitat and up-
dated their policy on critical habitat exclusions.  GOP Com-
mittee Members and several hearing witnesses raised con-
cerns about the potential reach of the new standards for 
"critical habitat." Such areas are deemed by either the 
USFWS or the NMFS to be essential to the recovery of listed 
species, a label that can limit federal permitting or other gov-
ernment actions.  Committee Democrats and a witness from 
the Center for Biological Diversity stated the effects of the 
changes to ESA critical habitat designations were overstat-
ed.   

Later in the month, the House Natural Resources Over-
sight and Government Reform Subcommittee on Interior 
held an oversight hearing on barriers to removing listed spe-
cies from the endangered or threatened species lists under the 
ESA.  The USFWS and NMFS had recently retreated from 
an earlier, fairly aggressive approach to change how the 
agency considers petitions from the public to list species as 
threatened or endangered under the ESA.  

“The FWS caved to pressure from serial litigants in aban-
doning a common sense ESA proposal,” the Congressional 
Western Caucus said in a statement. “This surrender rolled 
back one of the few positive moves by the Obama Admin-
istration to improve the ESA.” 

In May of 2015, the Obama Administration proposed 
requiring petitioners to solicit information from state wildlife 
agencies prior to submitting listing petitions and to include 
information obtained from the states in their petitions. This 
small tweak would have ensured valuable state involvement 
in the process, improving the quality and accuracy of the 
information about species submitted to the FWS and NMFS, 
which by law has limited time to analyze listing petitions 
before becoming vulnerable to lawsuits. 

However, the agencies decided to abandon this proposed 
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ESA in the West (Continued from Page 1) 
change in the face of opposition from the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity (CBD) and other serial litigants, who claim that 
consultation with state governments is unduly burdensome.  

"Today's changes reduce the damage, but this whole pro-
posal should still be withdrawn," Brett Hartl, endangered 
species policy director at CBD, said in a news release. "It 
purposefully places cumbersome burdens on the public to 
discourage their participation in protecting plants and ani-

mals." 

USFWS leadership defended the decision. 

"These revisions reduce some of the burdens the initial 
proposal placed on petitioners, yet retain the proposed im-
provements to the quality of incoming petitions and ensure 
better working partnerships with states, which are critical in 
conserving America's imperiled species," USFWS Director 
Dan Ashe said in a statement. 

The revised proposal has been published in the Federal 
Register and is open for comment until May 20. 

 

Spotted Frog Victory for Central Oregon Irrigators 

 

Deschutes Basin irrigation districts argued successfully in 
federal court on World Water Day (March 22) against a mo-
tion for preliminary injunction filed by WaterWatch of Ore-
gon and the Center for Biological Diversity in the name of 
Oregon spotted frogs. The motion for preliminary injunction 
was denied, and environmental litigants request to stay issu-
ance of the formal opinion and to set a trial date was also 
denied. The parties were directed to schedule settlement pro-
ceedings with Magistrate Judge Coffin. 

The motion if granted would have resulted in abrupt and 
severe restrictions on the use of water storage reservoirs for 
irrigation purposes.  

Continued on Page  4 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan Ashe.  

Photo Source: Cody (Wyoming) News. 
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The Court did not dismiss the underlying lawsuits filed 
by the two organizations. In those lawsuits, the Center for 
Biological Diversity and WaterWatch claim the operation of 
the reservoirs by Central Oregon, North Unit, and Tumalo 
irrigation districts and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is 
violating the ESA and results in harm to the Oregon spotted 
frog.   

Attorneys for the irrigation districts argued WaterWatch 
and the Center for Biological Diversity’s requested injunc-
tion did not offer a scientific solution that appropriately bal-
ances the needs of the Oregon spotted frog with the needs of 
local ranchers, farmers, the tourism industry, and the count-
less number of families that rely on the irrigation system.  

"We are pleased with today's court proceeding,” said 
Mike Britton, Chair of the Deschutes Basin Board of Control 
and manager for North Unit Irrigation District, after the 
hearing. “The Districts continue to hope the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity and WaterWatch of Oregon will join with 
the Districts and the rest of the Central Oregon community 
to complete the Deschutes Basin Habitat Conservation Plan. 
In doing so we can continue to focus on developing and im-
plementing measures to benefit the Oregon spotted frog, 
rather than tying the matter up in the courts for years and 
perhaps losing a crucial opportunity to make a difference." 

More good news was celebrated by Central Oregon Irri-
gators later in the month, when Oregon’s Senators Ron Wy-
den and Jeff Merkley were successful in dropping language 
into the Senate Energy and Water Appropriations bill that 
could help Central Oregon farmers maintain access to water 
supplies while protecting endangered species. The provision 
urges the Bureau of Reclamation to provide additional funds 
for the WaterSmart program to fund projects that will help 
irrigation districts comply with the ESA and that support 
collaborative approaches and reduce conflict, including liti-
gation. The WaterSmart program could support the collabo-
rative process that is underway within Central Oregon to 
conserve water, improve the habitat of the spotted frog and 
keep Central Oregon family farms in business. 

“Agriculture is a key economic driver in Central Ore-
gon,” said Senator Merkley. “The collaborative process that 
is unfolding in Central Oregon to address the loss of habitat 
for the spotted frog is remarkable and the language included 
in today’s appropriations bill is a step in the right direction 
to save family farms while protecting habitat and conserving 
water.”     

 

ESA Misery in the Central Valley  

 

Despite the El Nino conditions in California this winter 
and early spring, above average rainfall and an average 
snowpack in the mountains, farmers in the San Joaquin Val-
ley earlier this month were told they can expect to receive a 
five percent water allocation from the federal water project, 
after receiving zero allocations for the past two years. In the 
weeks leading up to the Bureau of Reclamation’s announce-

ment, Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CALIFORNIA) and Con-
gressional Republicans hammered Reclamation and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, accusing them of leaning towards a 
reduction in crucial water exports to avoid harming the Delta 
smelt population, even as two of the state’s largest storage 
reservoirs were spilling water to provide flood control stor-
age.  

“It seems to me that the agencies operate the system in a 
manner that may be contrary to the available data,” Senator 
Feinstein wrote to President Obama late last month. “Between 
January 1 and March 6 last year, 1.5 million acre feet of water 
flowed through the Delta and 745,000 acre feet were pumped 
out. During the same period this year, 5.5 million acre feet of 
water flowed through the Delta, but only 852,000 acre feet 
were pumped out.” 

The San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water Authority 
(Authority) says 700,000 acre-feet of water—enough to irri-
gate about 200,000 acres of land and sustain 700,000 families 
for a year—were lost between Dec. 1 and March 22 due to 
pumping restrictions.  

“We are furious with today's allocation announcement,” 
said Jason Peltier, general manager of the Authority. “At a 
time when water supplies have returned to normal and the 
major reservoirs are in flood control operations, the federal 
fishery agencies continue to hoard water instead of using a 
balanced approach that includes water for productive Califor-
nia farms and businesses and many of its people.” 

 

Renewed Focus on Natural Predation of ESA-Listed Fish  

 

With the current Bay-Delta water management so out of 
balance, more attention is being placed on factors other than 
export pumping that might impact fish protected under the 

ESA in the West (Continued from Page 3) 

Continued on Page  3 

A juvenile salmon is removed from the stomach of a 

striped bass taken from the Tuolumne River near Water-

ford, California during a study in 2012.  

Photo Source:  Modesto Bee. 
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Thirsty Land, a brand new documentary film co-

sponsored by the Family Farm Alliance, debuted as part of 
the Water for Food Glob-
al Conference that took 
place earlier this month at 
the Nebraska Innovation 
Campus in Lincoln. The 
film, directed and pro-
duced by EMMY Award-

winner Conrad Weaver, 
focuses on the multi-year 
drought facing California, 
Washington and other 
southwestern states.  

Family Farm Alliance 
President Pat O’Toole 
and Treasurer Dan 
Errotabere are featured in 
the film, which provides 
interviews with key fig-
ures in Western water, 
and tracks the challenges and activities they engage in to 
tackle extreme drought.  

“This was a great experience for both Dan Errotabere 
and me,” said Mr. O’Toole. “Thirsty Land really carries the 
Family Farm Alliance message.” 

The depleted water resources in the American Southwest 
is one of the most urgent challenges of the 21st century facing 

agriculture and growing 
urban communities. The 
drought on this region has 
local, national, and global 
impacts not only for the 
present, but also for future 
generations. 

“Our global food supply 
and our very survival as 
humans depends on clean, 
abundant fresh water,” said 
Mr. Weaver. “I want to 
make the audience think 
about it every time they 
take a drink of water, enjoy 
a shower, or water their 
lawn. We have been given 
stewardship of a treasure 
that’s precious and provides 

food for the world. It must be managed well so that future 
generations have the same opportunities we enjoy.”  

Mr. Weaver participated in the February 2016 Family 
Farm Alliance Annual Conference, where he showed a trailer 
of his film and delivered a lunch-time presentation on the 
production of Thirsty Land.     

Thirsty Land Premiers at “Water for Food” Conference 

ESA. The House Natural Resources Subcommittee on 
Water, Power and Oceans conducted an April 20 hearing 
on three new water bills, including the Save Our Salmon 
(SOS) Act. This bill, sponsored by Rep. Jeff Denham (R-

CA), would exclude striped bass from the anadromous 
fish doubling requirement in the Central Valley Project 
Improvement Act (CVPIA).   

The day before the Subcommittee hearing, the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Sean 
Hayes reported to the California State Water Resources 
Control Board, and talked about the multiple stressors 
that affect the life cycle of salmon. Mr. Hayes and his 
team from the NOAA’s Southwest Fisheries Science 
Center conducted acoustic tagging of baby salmon over 
the course of five years. Their results confirmed similar 
studies over the past 25 years, showing that only 3 per-
cent of the salmon smolts migrating to the ocean survive 
their journey in the two to three weeks following their 
release from upstream hatcheries.  

Bass and catfish were identified as the predators doing 
the most damage to young salmon. Mr. Hayes estimated 
the current bass population needs about 27,500 tons of 
food in a year to sustain itself. Of that, about 264 tons is 
salmon, which suggests that this predator has the capabil-
ity of decimating the entire salmon population in any giv-

en year. 

“Water managers have been saying for years that Cali-
fornia’s salmon population is under attack by non-native 
predatory fish,” said Mike Wade, executive director of the 
California Farm Water Coalition. “Now there is science to 
prove it.” 

In his testimony at the hearing, Tom Iseman, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary at the Department of Interior said his 
department does not object to the removal of striped bass 
from the CVPIA doubling goals.  

Ranking Member Jared Huffman (D-CALIFORNIA) 
– a long-time critic of Central Valley irrigators  and for-
mer NRDC attorney- said he was encouraged to see Rep. 
Denham’s Save our Salmon Act, indicating it may be a 
sign that they can work together to address the salmon 
crisis in California. However, he believes this does not 
actually address the problems facing salmon.  

“It is important to remember that the science clearly 
tells us there are more important stressors we need to ad-
dress before our salmon runs are going to recover,” Mr. 
Huffman said in his opening statement. “Unsustainable 
water exports from our river, degraded habitat conditions, 
a lack of sufficient cold water; all of these are essential to 
sustaining our fisheries...we have to deal with these other 
stressors that everyone knows prevent salmon recovery.”  

ESA in the West (Continued from Page 4)  
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 The State of Colorado has officially endorsed the 
Windy Gap Firming Project and Chimney Hollow Reser-
voir. 

John Stulp, Governor John Hickenlooper’s Water Policy 
Advisor, made the announcement at Northern Water’s 
Spring Water Users meeting in Loveland. Reading a letter 
signed by Gov. Hickenloop-
er, Stulp told the 200 at-
tendees that this is the state 
of Colorado’s first endorse-
ment of a water project un-
der the Colorado Water Plan, 
which was finalized last No-
vember. 

“Further, the WGFP 
aligns with the key elements 
of the Colorado Water 
Plan…” Hickenlooper wrote. 

Hickenlooper continued, 
“Northern Water and its 
many project partners have 
worked diligently, transpar-
ently and exhaustively in a 
collaborative public process 
that could stand as a model 
for assessing, reviewing and 
developing a project of this 
nature.” 

Northern Water’s Munic-
ipal Subdistrict President 
Dennis Yanchunas spoke for 
the project’s participants in 
saying, “It’s really exciting 
to have that endorsement, the 
first ever by the state.” 

Colorado’s endorsement 
came on the heels of state 
water quality certification in late March. 

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Envi-
ronment issued its 401 water quality certification for the 
Windy Gap Firming Project on March 25, bringing the pro-
ject permitting process nearer to completion. 

“This is the next to the last step in getting the project 
permitted,” said Project Manager Jeff Drager. “The final 
step is the federal 404 wetlands permit from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, which we believe will be forthcoming 
in the next few months.” 

The state’s endorsement of the WGFP culminates 13 
years of diligent effort and lengthy negotiations to permit 
and authorize a project that will assure a reliable water sup-
ply for more than 500,000 northern Front Range residents.  

The federal permitting process began in 2003 under the 
National Environmental Policy Act. The U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation served as the lead federal agency and issued a 

final Environmental Impact Statement in 2011 and a Record 
of Decision in 2014 for Chimney Hollow Reservoir. 

In addition, the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission 
and Colorado Water Conservation Board approved a fish and 
wildlife mitigation plan in 2011. The following year the 
Grand County Commissioners issued a 1041 permit and 

reached an agreement with 
Northern Water’s Municipal 
Subdistrict on a mitigation and 
enhancement package. 

A wide variety of organizations, 
including Trout Unlimited, sup-
port the CDPHE’s long-awaited 
ruling. 

“This permit is another step to-
ward fulfilling the Windy Gap 
Firming Project’s potential to be 
part of a balanced water supply 
strategy for Colorado Front 
Range,” said Drew Peternell, 
director of TU’s Colorado Water 
and Habitat Project. 

“Through a balanced portfolio – 
including responsible supply 
projects like WGFP – along with 
stronger conservation and reuse 
programs and ag-urban water 
sharing -- Colorado can meet its 
diverse water needs…” Peternell 
added. 

The Windy Gap Firming Project 
is a collaboration of 12 Northern 
Front Range water providers and 
the Platte River Power Authority 
to improve the reliability of their 
Windy Gap water supplies. 
Windy Gap began delivering 

water in 1985. 

The participants include 10 municipalities: Broomfield, 
Erie, Evans, Fort Lupton, Greeley, Lafayette, Longmont, Lou-
isville, Loveland and Superior; two water districts: Central 
Weld County and Little Thompson; and one power provider: 
Platte River. They currently provide water to 500,000 people. 

The current cost estimate for WGFP is $400 million. To 
date the participants have spent $15 million on associated 
permitting costs.  

Chimney Hollow Reservoir will store 90,000 acre-feet of 
water and will be located just west of Carter Lake Reservoir 
in southern Larimer County.  

“After 13 years, it is nice to see a light at the end of the 
tunnel that is not a train headed the other way, said Mike Ap-
plegate, Northern Water’s president of the board. “I want to 
thank the Family Farm Alliance for all the support it has giv-
en Northern through the years.”      Source: Northern Water.  

Governor Endorses Water Project Aligned with CO Water Plan  

Chimney Hollow Reservoir Close to Reality 
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Two New Klamath Agreements Announced 

The U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, PacificCorp, and the states of Oregon and Cali-
fornia earlier this month signed an agreement that, following 
a process administered by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC), is expected to remove four dams on 
the Klamath River by 2020, amounting to one of the largest 
river restoration efforts in the nation.  
     State and federal officials also signed a new, separate 
agreement with irrigation interests and other parties known 
as the 2016 Klamath Power and Facilities Agreement 
(KPFA). This agree-
ment will help Kla-
math Basin irrigators 
avoid potentially ad-
verse financial and 
regulatory impacts 
associated with the 
return of fish runs to 
the Upper Klamath 
Basin, which are antic-
ipated after dams are 
removed.  
     This new agree-
ment acknowledges 
that additional work is 
necessary to fully re-
store the Klamath Basin, advance the recovery of its fisher-
ies, uphold trust responsibilities to the tribes and sustain the 
region’s farming and ranching economy. Many of these ef-
forts will require Congressional action, and the agreement 
commits the signatories to actively cooperate with all Kla-
math Basin stakeholders – Members of Congress, tribes, 
farmers and others – to develop additional agreements over 
the next year to offer comprehensive solutions to these is-
sues. 
     “Today is a historic day where the parties who have 
worked for decades to restore the Klamath Basin are reaf-
firming their commitment to each other for the shared vision 
of fisheries restoration and irrigated agriculture co-existing 
as we move into the future,” said U.S. Interior Secretary Sal-
ly Jewell. “This agreement is an important initial step as we 
work toward a comprehensive set of actions to advance long 
term restoration and sustainability for tribes, fisheries, and 
agriculture and water users across the Klamath Basin.”  
     The signing ceremony took place earlier this month at the 
mouth of the Klamath River on the Yurok Indian Reserva-
tion in Klamath. California Gov. Edmund G. Brown Jr., Ore-
gon Gov. Kate Brown, Secretary Jewell, NOAA Administra-
tor Dr. Kathryn Sullivan, and President and CEO of Pacific 
Power Stefan Bird participated in the event, along with Con-
gressman Jared Huffman, tribes, water users and nongovern-
mental organizations from the Klamath Basin community. 
     The newly amended dam removal agreement, which uses 
existing nonfederal funding and follows the same timeline as 
the original agreement, will be filed with FERC on or about 
July 1 for consideration under their established processes. 
Under the agreement, dam owner PacifiCorp will transfer its 

license to operate the Klamath River dams to a private com-
pany known as the Klamath River Renewal Corporation. 
This company will oversee the dam removal in 2020. Pacifi-
Corp will continue to operate the dams until they are decom-
missioned.  
     “These agreements are more than ink and paper, they are 
a roadmap to the future of the Klamath Basin and of the peo-
ple who live there,” said Governor Kate Brown. “I’m proud 
to be a part of a plan that invokes the spirit of collaboration 
to ensure the recovery of the Klamath's historic fishing 

grounds while sustain-
ing the region’s farm-
ing and ranching herit-
age.” 

     “PacifiCorp contin-
ues to support the Kla-
math settlement as a 
fair way forward for 
our electricity custom-
ers in Oregon, Califor-
nia and beyond,” said 
Stefan Bird, president 
and CEO of Pacific 
Power, a division of 
PacifiCorp. “The com-
pany is committed to 

continuing to work with our settlement partners to fully enact 
this important agreement.”  
     In 2010, Klamath Basin stakeholders signed the Klamath 
Basin Restoration Agreement (KBRA) and the Klamath Hy-
droelectric Settlement Agreement (KHSA). In 2014, the Up-
per Klamath Basin Comprehensive Agreement (UKBCA) 
was signed. Members of the California and Oregon delega-
tions introduced legislation in the past two Congresses to 
advance the hard-fought KHSA and two related Klamath 
agreements. However, the U.S. Congress adjourned last year 
without authorizing them. The expiration of the KBRA last 
December caused uncertainty in moving forward with the 
KHSA and UKBCA. 
     In early 2016, the parties, who have spent years negotiat-
ing the pacts, resolved to find a new path forward. The 
amended KHSA and the 2016 Klamath Power and Facilities 
Agreement are the result of those collaborative discussions. 
     The four PacifiCorp dams on the Klamath River are oper-
ated for hydroelectric power generation. Modern environ-
mental laws require that the dams need to be retrofitted to 
provide fish passage for salmon, steelhead and other fish. 
The Oregon and California public utility commissions found 
that the original KHSA was a prudent alternative for Pacifi-
Corp’s customers.  
     In remarks presented during a public signing event orga-
nized for the amended KHSA, the Executive Director of the 
Klamath Water Users Association (KWUA) congratulated 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Governors of Oregon 
and California on their work on the agreement with Pacifi-

The mouth of the Klamath River at the Pacific Ocean.  

Source: U.S. Department of the Interior.  

Continued on Page  8 
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Corp, which provides a regulatory path for potential removal 
of four PC-owned hydroelectric dams on the Klamath River.  
     But KWUA Executive Director Scott White also remind-
ed the officials that, “the mission of our organization does 
not include dam removal.” White said the amended KHSA 
being signed today “is not the solution for the basin. There is 
work to do to address all interests in the basin including wa-
ter and power security and reliability for family farms and 
ranches in the Upper Klamath Basin.”  
     KWUA is not a signatory to the revised KHSA. The water 
users group has signed the 2016 Power and Facilities Agree-
ment, which commits the states, federal government, and 
other parties to continue to work toward a long term water 
settlement that will ensure reliable supplies for irrigators, and 
includes support for measures that will be useful to moving 
the Upper Basin irrigation community forward.  
     Mr. White said the Power and Facilities Agreement is a 
“step in the right direction” and KWUA “continues to em-
brace the goal of working for the successes of all the affected 
communities in the Basin.”  
              
            -Story compiled from Interior Department and                      
                    KWUA press releases-  

April 2016 

Alliance, ACWA and NWRA  

The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA), 
Family Farm Alliance, and National Water Resources Asso-
ciation (NWRA) earlier this month co-signed a letter request-

ing a 60-day extension of the comment period for the draft 
policy on Proposed Revisions to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Mitigation Policy (Mitigation Policy) published in 

the Federal Register on March 8, 2016 (Docket No. FWS-

HQ-ES-2015-0126).  
     “The complexity of the Mitigation Policy requires addi-
tional time for impacted parties to thoroughly review,” the 
parties wrote. “A July 9, 2016 deadline would enable stake-
holders to provide more informed comments.” 

     Family Farm Alliance members are often directly impact-
ed by the Endangered Species Act (ESA) due to the potential 
for their projects to impact listed species or their critical hab-
itat.  
     “That’s why we have a significant interest in the proposed 
Mitigation Policy,” said Alliance Executive Director Dan 
Keppen. “The proposed revisions deviate considerably from 
the current policy that was developed in 1981 and does not 
apply to actions under the ESA. The proposed Mitigation 
Policy also includes many new concepts and definitions that 
merit further evaluation.”  

Dear Friends of the Family Farm Alliance: 

Irrigation Leader magazine is distributed to irri-

gation district managers and boards of directors 

in the 17 western states, Bureau of Reclamation 

officials, members of Congress and committee 

staff, and advertising sponsors.  

We encourage Family Farm Alliance members 

to consider signing up for an electronic notice or 

having their names added to the hard copy 

mailing list of Irrigation Leader magazine. You 

can do so by contacting Kris Polly at  

(703)-517-3962 or by e-mailing  

Irrigation.Leader@waterstrategies.com.  

Request More Time for Comment  

New Klamath Agreements 
Alliance, ACWA and NWRA  (Cont’d from Page 7) 
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A Big Thank You to  Our New and Support ing Members!  

JANUARY –MARCH 2016 

CHAMPION ($5,000 and Greater)  

 

Arvin-Edison Water Storage District (CALIFORNIA) 

Banta-Carbona Irrigation District (CALIFORNIA) 

Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 

Friant Water Authority (CALIFORNIA) 

Idaho Water Users Association  

Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation District (ARIZONA) 

Oregon Water Resources Congress 

Stone Land Company (CALIFORNIA) 

Washington State Water Resources Association  

Westlands Water District (CALIFORNIA) 
 

ADVOCATE ($1,000 -$4,999) 

 

Agri-Business and Water Council of Arizona   

Harvey A. Bailey (CA) 

   Diedrich’s Ag Spray, Inc. (CA) 

  Dolores Water Conservancy District (CO)  

  Four States Irrigation Council (CO)  

 Fremont-Madison Irrigation District (ID) 

  Kings River Water Association (CA) 

  Kittitas Reclamation District (WA) 

  Langell Valley Irrigation District (OR)  

  Las Vegas Valley Water District (NV) 

  Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

   Nebraska Water Users Association  

  Pathfinder Irrigation District (NE)  

  Payette River Water Users Association (ID)  

 Poe Valley Improvement District (OR)   

 Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, ID #1 (CA) 

  Snow Goose Farms (CA)  

  Southeastern Colorado WCD  

   Texeira & Sons (CA)  

 Tulelake Irrigation District (CA) 

Upper Arkansas WCD (CO)  

  Yuma County Water Users Association (AZ) 
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A Big Thank You to  Our New and Support ing Members!  

JANUARY –MARCH 2016 (Continued from Page 9) 

 

DEFENDER ($500-$999) 

Bailey Brothers (CA)   

Burley Irrigation District (ID)   

Carlsbad Irrigation District (NM)   

Central Colorado WCD   

Colorado River WCD (CO)    

Farm Credit of New Mexico     

Lower South Platte WCD (CO)    

William J Mouren Farming (CA)    

Parreira Almond Processing (CA)    

Perez Farms (CA)    

Pioneer Irrigation District (ID)   

Jordan Ramis PC (OR)    

Salopek 6U Farms  / Salopek Foundation (NM)   

Stanfield Irrigation District (OR)   

Uncompahgre Valley Water Users (CO)    

Western Canal Water  District (CA)  

 

PARTNER ($250-$499) 

Arizona Cotton Growers Association        J. Mark Atlas (CA)    

Bolen, Fransen, Sawyers LLC (CA)       Colorado River Energy Distributors Association (AZ)    

Colusa County Water District (CA)        ERO Resources Corp. (ID)   

Falls Irrigation Co. (ID)        Frank Hammerich (OR)   

Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District (CA)       Love Farms, Inc. (OR)    

Mason, Robbins, Browning, Godwin (CA)        Clinton C. Pline (ID)  

Tempe Farming Company (AZ)        Don Schwindt (CO)   

Seus Family Farms (CA)       State of Idaho Water District #63    

Tumalo Irrigation District (OR)       Water Resources Consulting (AZ)  

DONOR SUPPORT 

Make your tax-deductible gift to the Alliance today!  Grassroots membership is vital to 

our organization. Thank you in advance for your loyal support. If you would like fur-

ther info, please contact Dan Keppen at dankeppen@charter.net,  or visit our website: 

www.familyfarmalliance.org.  

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  

Contributions can also be mailed directly to:  

Family Farm Alliance  

22895 S. Dickenson Avenue 

Riverdale, CA 93656. 


