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Transition Team Moves Ahead (Cont’d from Pg. 1)

Biden Administration Environmental Priorities

The teams assigned to environmental and energy agencies
have the task of helping Mr. Biden deliver on one of his high-
est priority campaign promises — a $2 trillion plan to fight
climate

negotiations, trade dispute resolutions, those kinds of issues
that are important to all of us,” said Mr. Moore. “It’s unusual
for farmers to have a seat at the table like we had, not only at
[the] Agriculture and Interior [departments], but also at the
Environmental Protection Agency. We haven’t won every
argument we tried to make, but there certainly is that feeling
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former
Obama Administration officials were appointed to begin the
transition to a Biden-Harris Administration.

Mr. Biden has promised that combating the U.S. outbreak
will be his highest priority, along with fixing a once vibrant
economy that was nearly shattered by the COVID pandemic.
He has signaled that he is planning to quickly sign a series of
executive orders after being sworn into office on Jan. 20. One
of those will reportedly bring the U.S. back to the table for the
Paris climate accords, and another will reverse President
Trump’s withdrawal from the World Health Organization.
According to Politico, Mr. Biden will repeal the ban on immi-
gration from many Muslim-majority countries, and he will
reinstate the program allowing “dreamers,” who were brought
to the United States illegally as children, to remain in the
country. Environmentalists and immigration advocates are
also calling for Biden to halt construction of the wall along
the southern border.

The new administration will likely move in a different
direction from the Trump Administration on issues like global
trade, environmental regulations and food assistance. Mr.
Biden has also said he would reevaluate the Trump Admin-
istration’s new “Waters of the U.S.” (WOTUS) rule, incorpo-
rating feedback from farmers and ranchers.

Dale Moore, Farm Bureau executive vice president told
Roll Call his members felt that President Trump responded
well to concerns about trade barriers and regulations.

“We celebrate what progress we have made and we would
like to encourage the incoming administration and Congress
to keep attention focused on making progress on trade, trade

Biden admin-
istration. An alliance of groups representing farmers, forest
owners, the food sector, state governments and environmental
advocates earlier this month unveiled an unprecedented set of
recommendations to guide the development of federal climate
policy.

The Food and Agriculture Climate Alliance (FACA) was
formed in February 2020 by four groups that now co-chair the
alliance: American Farm Bureau Federation, Environmental
Defense Fund, National Council of Farmer Cooperatives and
National Farmers Union. The alliance has since expanded to
include FMI — The Food Industry Association, National Alli-
ance of Forest Owners, National Association of State Depart-
ments of Agriculture and The Nature Conservancy.

Together, the group developed more than 40 recommenda-
tions based on three principles: 1) agricultural and forestry
climate policies must be built upon voluntary, incentive-based
programs and market-driven opportunities; 2) they must pro-
mote resilience and adaptation in rural communities; and 3)
they must be science-based.

“We are proud to have broken through historical barriers to
form this unique alliance focused on climate policy,” said Zip-
py Duvall, FACA co-chair and president of the American
Farm Bureau Federation. “We began discussions not knowing
whether we would ultimately reach agreement. It was im-
portant to me to reject punitive climate policy ideas of the past
in favor of policies that respect farmers and support positive

Continued on Page 3
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Biden Environmental Priorities (Cont’d from Pg. 2)

change. Our final recommendations do just that.”

The FACA recommendations share an overarching goal to
do no harm. Climate policies will impact farmers, forest own-
ers, ranchers, rural and limited-resources communities, wild-
life and natural resources and must be thoughtfully crafted to
account for any potential inequities, consequences and
tradeoffs.

“The wide array of perspectives represented in this group-
farmers, ranchers, forest owners and environmental advo-
cates - sends a powerful message to Capitol Hill about the
urgent need for bipartisan climate legislation,” said Fred
Krupp, FACA co-chair and president of Environmental De-
fense Fund. “More resilient farms and forests protect the agri-
cultural economy, reduce risk from the climate impacts that
are already here and help prevent worsening climate impacts
in the future.”

Much of Mr. Biden’s early agenda — including which
pieces of legislation to prioritize — will be determined in the
coming weeks as his transition team begins to take shape.
However, it appears likely he’ll have a Senate Republican
majority ready to block more ambitious and controversial
plans, unless Republican Senators from Georgia lose their
seats in runoff elections on January 5.

Potential Cabinet Members

The Departments of Agriculture and Interior house the
federal agencies that have the

Democrats, led by Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-ARIZONA), are
endorsing Rep. Haaland as the new Interior Department Secre-
tary.

“You can make history by giving Native Americans a seat
at the Cabinet table for the first time,” the lawmakers wrote in
a letter, obtained by POLITICO. A group of Native American
organizations also sent President-elect Biden a letter backing
Rep. Haaland.

Retiring Sen. Udall believes he remains a top contender to
be President-elect Joe Biden's Interior secretary, according to
E&E News.

"I'm not going to talk about those private conversations,"
Udall said in a brief interview on Capitol Hill. "I think the
most I can tell you is that I'm on the short list."

The role of White House Chief of Staff is to be filled by
Ron Klain, who held the same title when Mr. Biden was vice
president. The Biden-Harris transition team also said the presi-
dent-elect will nominate Linda Thomas-Greenfield to be Unit-
ed Nations ambassador and name Jake Sullivan his national
security adviser. Mr. Biden will nominate longtime adviser
Antony Blinken to be secretary of State and name John Kerry
special presidential envoy for climate, the transition team re-
cently announced.

"America will soon have a government that treats the cli-
mate crisis as the urgent national security threat it is," Mr. Ker-
ry tweeted in response to the announcement.

The majority of the Cabinet positions, however, still
have yet to be decided. The Biden team has launched a new

greatest role in the day-to-day
operations of Western irriga-
tors. Mr. Biden’s main agricul-
ture adviser is former Secretary
Tom Vilsack, who is reported-
ly backing former North Dako-

"America will soon have a government that treats
the climate crisis as the urgent national security
threat it is."

John Kerry, Presidential Envoy for Climate

website outlining four central
priorities for the beginning of
his term.

Meanwhile, Rep. Grijalva
recently told reporters that a
potential ban that he and other

ta Sen. Heidi Heitkamp for the

top job at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Other
potential contenders are recently ousted Rep. Collin Peterson
(D-MN), Montana Governor Steve Bullock, California Ag
Secretary Karen Ross, and Reps. Cheri Bustos (I11.) and Mar-
cia Fudge (Ohio).

Progressive farm groups are mobilizing to pressure the
incoming administration to select a more left-leaning Agricul-
ture Secretary, and they’re promising a fight if Sen. Heitkamp
is the nominee. More than 130 left-leaning groups, including
Friends of the Earth, sent a letter to the Biden transition team
urging them to avoid selecting Heitkamp due to her ties with
the fossil fuel industry.

“Heitkamp’s history of receiving generous corporate do-
nations coupled with her voting record is a strong indication
that she would prioritize the interests of corporate agribusi-
ness giants over the needs of family farmers,” the groups
wrote.

Several New Mexican politicians are being considered to
head the Department of Interior, including Senator Martin
Heinrich, Senator Tom Udall, Rep. Deb Haaland, and former
Deputy Interior Secretary Mike Connor. More than 50 House

progressive  Democrats  are
pushing on lobbyists serving in the next administration would
not necessarily apply to those with pro-environment creden-
tials working at green organizations.

Family Farm Alliance Activities

Earlier this month, the Alliance transmitted a letter for the
Biden-Harris transition team that outlines the issues important
to the organization.

“We are looking with an eye towards finding comment
ground, and using new avenues and messaging to drive our
initiatives,” said Alliance Executive Director Dan Keppen.
“Many of the new policies implemented by the Trump Admin-
istration are successful and have value. Aging infrastructure
and payment for ecosystem services are areas of focus, and we
also believe that the Trump Water Subcabinet concept should
be advanced. All of these recommendations are infused with a
message conveying the importance of domestic food produc-
tion and a reliable food supply chain, issues that have been
highlighted due to the COVID crisis.”
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2020 Election: Outlook for the 117th Congress - House

On November 3rd, Republicans defeated seven incumbent
House Democrats, including Reps. Abby Finkenauer (D-1A),
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL), Donna Shalala (D-FL), Col-
lin Peterson (D-MN), Kendra Horn (D-OK), Joe Cunningham
(D-SC), and Xochitl Torres Small (D-NEW MEXICO). No
incumbent House Republican running for re-election lost their
race. However, because the Democrats will continue to hold a
majority in the U.S. House of Representatives, all the Chair-
manships of all 22 standing Committees will continue to be
held by Democrats.

Democrat Leadership

House  Speaker Nancy
Pelosi earlier this month se-
cured the Democratic Caucus
nomination to be Speaker in the
117™ Congress and has indicat-
ed this may be her last term as
Speaker. She will now need to
garner 218 votes from the
House floor to be re-elected as
Speake.

“Speaker Pelosi will need to
have the entire Democratic
Caucus coalesce around her
candidacy due to a much nar-
rower majority over the GOP,

sk TN o ,@/ |
REP. JIM COSTA_!
(D) California
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responsibility,” the organizations wrote. “We have seen
firsthand the dedicated work and lasting impacts he has made
to California agriculture and rural communities and are confi-
dent that he would carry this leadership forward to further de-
velop agriculture policy throughout the nation."

Georgia Rep. Scott, who has the endorsement of a dozen
House colleagues and a letter of support from current Chair-
man Peterson, would become the first African American to
lead the committee if he wins.

Most of the current Republrcans who serve as Ranking
Members of House committees in the 116™ Congress will re-
main in these roles in the new 117" Congress However, there
are openings for the top GOP
Ranking Member slots on sever-
al committees, including the
House Natural Resources Com-
mittee, with Reps. Bruce
Westerman (R-AR) and Paul
Gosar (R-ARIZONA) actively
running; the House Energy and
| Commerce Committee, with
Reps. Cathy McMorris Rodgers
(R-WASHINGTON), Michael
Burgess (R-TEXAS), and Bob
Latta (R-OH) actively running;
and the House Agriculture Com-
mittee.

Once the Steering and Policy

which picked up more seats in
the House in November than previously predicted,” said Mr.
Limbaugh.

House Democrats also re-elected many of their current
leaders for the 117™ Congress, including Majority Leader
Steny Hoyer (D-MD) and Majority Whip Jim Clyburn (D-
SC), and they selected Rep. Katherine Clark (D-MA) as As-
sistant Speaker.

House GOP Leadership

California Rep. Kevin McCarthy was re-elected as House
Minority Leader for the 117th Congress. Louisiana’s Rep.
Steve Scalise was re-elected a Minority Whip and Rep. Liz
Cheney of Wyoming was again picked to be GOP conference
chair. Committee ranking members will be chosen sometime
in December.

Committee Chairs

The 50-member House Democratic Steering and Policy
Committee will open up the new month by voting to nominate
candidates running for the three open House Committee
Chairmanships for the 117" Congress. Importantly, Reps.
David Scott (D-GA) and Jim Costa (D-CALIFORNIA) are
running to be Agriculture Committee Chair. Mr. Costa re-
ceived key endorsements from the Family Farm Alliance and
over 70 agricultural organizations because of his extensive
experience and effectiveness in delivering results for Ameri-
can agriculture.

"Congressman Costa is uniquely qualified to take on this

Committee votes to nominate a
candidate to each Chairmanship, the entire House Democratic
Caucus will hold an election in early December to formally
approve each leadership role (with the full caucus typically
backing the Steering and Policy Committee’s picks).

Likewise, the 30-member House Republican Steering
Committee will make their selections to nominate new House
Committee Ranking Members in the 117" Congress for the
Natural Resources, Energy and Commerce, Agriculture,
Armed Services, Veterans’ Affairs, Budget, and Small Busi-
ness Committees. The entire House GOP Caucus will then
vote to ratify the Steering Committee’s selections.

New Congressional Western Caucus Chair

The Family Farm Alliance applauded the unanimous vote
by the Executive Committee of the Congressional Western
Caucus earlier this month to elect Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-
WASHINGTON) as Chairman of the Caucus for the 117th
Congress.

“The Congressional Western Caucus has long been a
strong supporter of Western irrigated agriculture," said Alli-
ance executive director Dan Keppen. "As a third generation
farmer from the Yakima Valley, there could not be a better
choice than Rep. Dan Newhouse to take over at the helm of
the Western Caucus. We congratulate him, and look forward
to working with him in the 117th Congress.”

The Western Caucus, currently led by Chairman Paul Go-
sar (R-ARIZONA), is a bipartisan coalition of nearly 70 Mem-
bers of Congress from 35 different states and territories who
advocate for rural, western, and resource-based communities.
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2020 Election: Outlook for the 117th Congress-U.S. Senate

On November 3", three incumbent Senators running for
re-election were defeated: Sens. Doug Jones (D-AL), Cory
Gardner (R-COLORADO), and Martha McSally (R-
ARIZONA), resulting in a net gain of one seat for Senate
Democrats, from 47 to 48. The Senate GOP will have 50 seats
in the upper chamber leading up to the January 5" runoff elec-
tions in Georgia, and Senate Democrats will have 48 seats.
Thus, control of the Senate now depends on the outcomes of
the two runoff elections in Georgia.

Sens. McConnell, Schumer Reelected to Leadership Posts

With control of the Senate still up in the air, Senate Re-
publicans and Democrats reelected their respective leadership
teams for the 117th Congress. Current Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky won another term as the top Senate
Republican, with South Dakota's John Thune to serve as GOP
Whip, John Barrasso of Wyoming as conference chairman,
Missouri's Roy Blunt as policy committee chairman and Joni
Ernst of Iowa as conference vice chair.

Senate Democrats reelected Chuck Schumer of New York
as Minority Leader, Illinois' Dick Durbin as Whip, Patty Mur-
ray of Washington as assistant Leader, and Michigan's Debbie

Stabenow as lead for the Democratic Policy and Communica-
tions Committee (DPCC) again.

The Senate Republican Conference next month will also
formally approve new Committee GOP leadership roles for the
Agriculture, Finance, Energy and Natural Resources (ENR),
Environment and Public Works, Banking, Budget, Judiciary,
Health, Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, Indian
Affairs, Small Business, and Intelligence Committees. The
Senate Democratic Caucus will choose a new leadership role
for the Indian Affairs Committee.

Barrasso to Chair Senate ENR Committee

Sen. John Barrasso (R-WYOMING) — a long-time support-
er of the Family Farm Alliance and many of its initiatives - has
announced that he intends to chair the Senate ENR Committee
next Congress (assuming the GOP still controls the Senate),
vacating his current position as chair of the Environment and
Public Works (EPW) Committee. Current ENR chair Sen. Lisa
Murkowski (R-AK) is term limited in that position. The move
would also elevate Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) as a
top contender to be EPW chair.

Forest Service Announces Key Changes to NEPA Procedures

The USDA Forest Service this month announced the pub-
lication of a final rule implementing key changes to its Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations. The
changes include new tools and flexibilities to tackle critical
land management challenges as part of a broader agency ef-
fort intended to better serve the American people through
timely, high-quality management decisions affecting infra-
structure, permitting and restoration of natural resources on
their national forests and grasslands.

“These changes will ensure we do the appropriate level of
environmental analysis to fit the work, locations and condi-
tions,” said U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue. “The
new categorical exclusions will ultimately improve our ability
to maintain and repair the infrastructure people depend on to
use and enjoy their national forests — such as roads, trails,
campgrounds and other facilities.”

Categorical exclusions are a type of analysis for certain
activities that typically do not have significant environmental
effects. The rule establishes new or revised categorical exclu-
sions that eliminate redundant efforts, allowing for previous
environmental analyses to be used to support new decisions
under certain circumstances, among other efficiencies.

The Forest Service finalized the regulations following its
review of extensive public engagement and decades of experi-
ence complying with NEPA, one of the nation’s foundational
environmental laws. The changes will allow Forest Service
officials to concentrate resources on projects that are poten-
tially more complex or have greater public interest, while also
meeting NEPA requirements and fully honoring the agency’s

environmental stewardship and public engagement responsi-
bilities.

“The Forest Service has not updated its NEPA regulations
since 2008,” said Dan Keppen, Family Farm Alliance execu-
tive director. “The Alliance has long called for modernizing
the act to provide clarity and regulatory certainty to rural
Western communities.”

The latest Alliance effort was an August 2019 joint letter
to the Forest Service in support of the draft NEPA rule, co-
signed by representatives of the National Water Resources
Association, Association of California Water Agencies
(ACWA), and the California Farm Bureau Federation.

“We believe your good-faith effort to address NEPA ad-
ministration and implementation will result in a streamlined
regulatory process that will be efficient, fair and effective,”
the letter stated.

The updated NEPA regulations were published Nov. 19 in
the Federal Register and took effect immediately.

In a related matter, the Alliance joined ACWA and other
partners and sent a letter to Congressional Leadership this
month, urging action on a wildfire legislative package before
the end of session. The Family Farm Alliance is on record for
supporting S. 4431, the bipartisan Emergency Wildfire and
Public Safety Act of 2020, sponsored by Sens. Dianne Fein-
stein (D-CALIFORNIA) and Steve Daines (R-MONTANA).

Roughly 50,000 wildfires have burned more than 8.5 mil-
lion acres this year in the West. Massive wildfires in Western
headwaters forests and lands can create significant impacts to
downstream water uses.
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Outlook for the Lame-Duck Congress

The Senate returns to Washington today and the House
returns on December 1 as the lame-duck session — which oc-
curs when Congress is in session after a November election
and before the beginning of the new Congress — winds down
towards its end. A first order of business will be for Senator-
elect Mark Kelly (D-ARIZONA) to be sworn-in to succeed
outgoing Sen. Martha McSally (R-ARIZONA), and will serve
out the remaining two years of the late Sen. John McCain’s
six-year term, through 2022.

Talks over a fifth COVID-19 relief package have stalled
yet again, but with cases climbing nationwide and restrictions
being re-imposed in many areas of the country, the pressure is
mounting for Congress to arrive at a smaller deal focused on
relief for the unemployed, small businesses and potentially
state and local governments. Finalizing Fiscal Year (FY) 2021
spending packages for the federal government remains a top

priority.
FY 2021 Spending Bills — Negotiations Commence

The Senate Appropriations Committee earlier this month
released its 12 annual government funding bills, without hold-
ing any markups, to serve as an opening bid in negotiations
with the House, which has passed all but two of their FY 2021
appropriations bills.

The Senate FY 2021 Energy and Water Development
spending bill would provide additional funding for
WaterSMART and other ongoing work for the Corps of Engi-
neers (Corps) and the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation)
much like the House bills did. However, the Senate version
did not include the roughly $20 billion in emergency spending
for the Corps and Reclamation provided in the House bill.

The Senate bill also did not name storage projects request-
ed by the Administration for Water Infrastructure Improve-
ments for the Nation (WIIN) Act funding, something the
House bill did do, with the caveat the Administration would
need to provide their list of recycling and desalination pro-
jects (which has not occurred to date) for the water storage
projects to gain the requested funding. Both bills added fund-
ing to WIIN Act water infrastructure account, which contin-
ues to grow faster than expenditures to listed projects.

The Senate FY 2021 Interior, Environment and Related
Agencies bill (which funds the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the Department of the Interior) came out
$18 million less than FY 2020 and about $1 million less than
the House passed bill. Senate appropriators would provide an
additional $60 million to the Water Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan program to provide low-interest
loans to local utilities to finance up to 49% of the cost of up-
grades to their systems.

Several policy riders were included in the Senate bills,
including joining the House in attaching a rider that would
block funding from a wholesale reorganization of the Corps,
something the Trump Administration has proposed. Several

environmental policy riders supportive of reduced Federal
regulation were included in the Senate version in contrast to
the House-approved riders blocking administrative changes to
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) implementa-
tion and Artic drilling for oil and gas.

Prior to leaving for their Thanksgiving break, congression-
al leadership met in an effort to find agreement on an FY 2021
spending deal before the current stopgap continuing resolution
(CR) expires on December 11. If no deal is reached, the feder-
al government could shut down for an indefinite period.

“Some speculate that President Trump may be willing to
sign off on a massive omnibus spending package of 12 appro-
priations bills for FY 2021, but he has said in the past that he
would never sign another omnibus,” said Mark Limbaugh, the
Alliance’s representative in Washington, D.C.

Once Congress returns today, they will only have about 10
working days before their scheduled recess until January
2021.

Western Water Infrastructure Priorities

House and Senate Water Resources Development Act
(WRDA) bills would authorize the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (Corps) to carry out a two-year roadmap of water infra-
structure projects.

In the House, H.R.7575, the “Water Resources Develop-
ment Act” would make available $10 billion from the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund to address repair needs of the nation’s
largest ports and harbors. It would direct funds for 38 new
projects and 35 studies that include repairing locks and dams
on inland waterways to boosting coastal shorelines against
flooding and protecting the nation’s waters against invasive
species. H.R. 7575 was introduced by Representative DeFazio
(R-OREGON), chairman of the House Transportation and
Infrastructure (T&I) Committee, and Sam Graves (R-MO), the
committee’s ranking Republican, and the measure passed the
House on July 29" by voice vote.

In the Senate, S.3591, “America’s Water Infrastructure
Act” would authorize $17 billion for Corps water infrastructure
projects. S. 3590, the “Drinking Water Infrastructure Act”
would authorize $2.5 billion for programs to clean up contami-
nants, among other programs, and would reauthorize a safe
drinking water emergency fund. Senators Barrasso, chairman
of the Senate EPW Committee, and Senator Tom Carper (DE),
the committee’s ranking Democrat, introduced both bills, and
EPW approved both bills on May 6™ with no dissenting votes.

House and Senate staff have been informally negotiating
and seeking to reconcile differences “behind the scenes” for
many weeks.

“Leaders in both chambers remain optimistic that floor time
can be found for a vote on agreed-upon legislation before the
end of the calendar year,” said Mr. Limbaugh. “We continue
to work with Senate ENR Committee staff and to see if a Bu-
reau of Reclamation title might be included in the Senate
WRDA.”
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Trump Administration Finalizes Shasta Dam Raise Plan
Activists Vow to Fight Shasta, Del Puerto Storage Projects

The Trump Administration earlier this month released the
Shasta Lake Water Resources Investigation Final Supple-
mental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) to increase
water storage capacity in the Shasta Lake reservoir by
634,000 acre-feet, or more than 200 billion gallons. This is
enough water to support more than 6 million Californians
annually.

“President Trump has made investing in our existing in-
frastructure a top priori-
ty. Raising Shasta Dam
is one of the smartest and
most cost-effective op-
portunities we have be-
fore us,” said Bureau of
Reclamation Commis-
sioner Brenda Burman.
“Not only will the pro-
ject benefit farms, com-
munities and the environ-
ment, it will provide am-
ple opportunities for
smarter water manage-
ment.”

There has not been
any major federal water
storage infrastructure
built since 1979 even as
the state’s population has
nearly doubled.

“Raising Shasta Dam
is critical to helping improve drought resiliency in the State of
California, as it will provide more water for people, fish, and
the environment,” said House Republican Leader Kevin
McCarthy (CALIFORNIA). “I want to commend Secretary
Bernhardt and Commissioner Burman for continuing to prior-
itize this project, despite ongoing and misguided opposition
from Sacramento bureaucrats and some elected officials from
California.”

Shasta Dam is a keystone of Reclamation’s Central Valley
Project (CVP), which extends over 400 miles through Califor-
nia’s Central Valley providing water for more than three mil-
lion acres of farmland, nearly six million people, and critical
fish and wildlife species. Reliable water is critical to the eco-
nomic progress of the region — and the nation - as more than
40 % of the country’s fruits, nuts and vegetables are grown in
the Central Valley, largely using water from the CVP and its
largest reservoir—Shasta Lake.

Congress first directed Reclamation to look at the feasibil-
ity of raising Shasta Dam in the 1980s, and then again in
2004. More recently, recognizing the need for increased sur-
face water storage and the need to find funding mechanisms
that work in today’s vastly over-stretched federal budget,
Congress passed the Water Infrastructure Improvements for
the Nation Act (WIIN) in 2016 with broad bipartisan support.

Reclamation and other federal agencies have spent dec-

Proposed
Del Puerto Canyon
Reservoir

delpuertocanyonreservoir.com

ades carefully evaluating data to ensure an environmentally
sound approach to raising Shasta Dam. The dedicated environ-
mental storage from the dam raise would improve water quali-
ty in the Sacramento River below the dam by lowering water
temperatures for anadromous fish survival, such as Chinook
salmon and other fish that migrate from the ocean to rivers to
spawn. This includes ensuring that the McCloud River and the
important wild trout fishery it supports are protected.

The finalized SEIS comes
after considering more than
11 6,500 public comments on a
proposal to raise the 600-ft
| tall Shasta Dam by 3%, or an
additional 18.5 feet.

Still, opposition for con-
tinuation of the project is
expected from the State of
California and environmental
groups. California Attorney
General Xavier Becerra (D)
has called raising the dam
| "unlawful" and previously
| sued to block Westlands Wa-
ter District from even study-
ing the project. Environmen-
i tal activists have also
Il pledged to fight the proposal.
4 "This announcement looks

like an example of a lame-

duck federal agency and its
few congressional backers wasting everyone's time,” said John
McManus of the Golden State Salmon Association. “The dam
won't be raised.”

~Sperry Ave/ N
Diablo Grande Pkwy I ¥

Del Puerto Canyon Reservoir Targeted by Greens

Four other litigious environmental organizations — includ-
ing the Sierra Club and Center for Biological Diversity - lined
up earlier this month and filed suit in state court to block the
construction of another proposed new dam in California. The
Del Puerto Water District and San Joaquin River Exchange
Contractors are partnering to construct and operate the Del
Puerto Canyon Reservoir. The project will deliver water from
the Delta-Mendota Canal into the new reservoir, where it will
be stored and released on a carefully managed basis.

The environmentalists claim the project would destroy 800
acres of habitat for red-legged frogs, tiger salamanders and
golden eagles, protected species under California law, in addi-
tion to degrading downstream habitat in Del Puerto Creek.

Project proponents say the reservoir would allow water to
be delivered into storage during wetter periods until it is need-
ed in drier periods for irrigation, groundwater recharge, or
wildlife beneficial uses. Agricultural users of the stored water
will pay for the project, and are actively seeking supplemental
state and federal funding.
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Historic Changes on the Klamath River

Earlier this month, a new agreement was announced be-
tween the States of California, Oregon, tribes and PacifiCorp
(a utility owned by billionaire Warren Buffett) to remove four
dams on the Klamath River in Northern California starting in
2023. Further upstream, a new solicitor’s opinion issued by
the Department of Interior will bring operation of the Klamath
Irrigation Project legally in-line with other Western water
projects.

Plan Revived for Klamath River Dam Removal

California, Oregon, PacifiCorp, and the Yurok and Karuk
Tribes earlier this month announced a new agreement with the
Klamath River Renewal Corporation (KRRC) to reaffirm
KRRC’s status as dam removal entity and provide additional
funding for the removal of four hydroelectric dams on the
Klamath River. The Memorandum of Agreement is the latest
development in a decade-long effort to remove the J.C. Boyle,
Copco I, Copco II, and Iron Gate Dams, long-advocated by
proponents as a means to increase salmon populations.

“I want to thank Governor Newsom and Governor Brown
for their leadership in bringing everyone together to collabo-
rate and solve a very complex challenge,” said Mr. Buffett. “I
recognize the importance of Klamath dam removal and river
restoration for tribal people in the Klamath Basin. We appre-
ciate and respect our tribal partners for their collaboration in

California water bond.

The KRRC project will be the largest dam removal and
river restoration project in U.S. history.

DOI Issues Updated Klamath Project Legal Guidance

Lost in the noise over the dam removal announcement, the
U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) earlier this month is-
sued a legal analysis that will change the U.S. Bureau of Rec-
lamation’s (Reclamation) approach to compliance with the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) at the Klamath Project in
south-central Oregon and northern California.

Interior Department Solicitor Daniel Jorjani approved the
opinion on October 29, and David Bernhardt, Secretary of the
Department of the Interior, transmitted the opinion to Klamath
Project water users earlier this month.

The new opinion updates and replaces 25-year old guid-
ance that did not take into account more recent decisions of the
U.S. Supreme Court and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
The new opinion is consistent with the approach to ESA com-
pliance that Reclamation and the Corps of Engineers have tak-
en at other water projects in California, New Mexico, and else-
where.

Section 7 of the ESA requires that federal agencies ensure
that certain actions not jeopardize the continued existence of
ESA-listed species. The updated

forging an agreement that de-
livers an exceptional outcome
for the river, as well as future
generations. Working together
from this historic moment, we
can complete the project and
remove these dams.”

The deal to remove the
hydropower-producing dams,
which some say have had a

“We appreciate and respect our tribal partners for
their collaboration in forging an agreement that deliv-
ers an exceptional outcome for the river, as well as
future generations. Working together from this histor-
ic moment, we can complete the project and remove
these dams.”

Warren Buffet, Chairman / CEO of Berkshire Hathaway

Solicitor’s analysis explains,
consistent with recent case law,
that this obligation pertains only
to actions where Reclamation has
authority and discretion to imple-
ment measures to benefit protect-
ed species.

Reclamation has contracts
with irrigation districts for the

devastating impact on salmon

runs in the Klamath Basin, had appeared to be in trouble fol-
lowing an unexpected July regulatory order from the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) making PacifiCorp
(the owner of the power generating dams) continue to be lia-
ble as co-owner of the dams. This was something the compa-
ny was trying to avoid in the original 2010 deal with the states
and tribes. That settlement was never ratified by Congress,
but the dam removal activities proceeded forward until
FERC’s action.

The new deal advances all planning and permitting to
complete the dam removal project, including a new filing to
FERC that details those plans and how the non-profit Klamath
River Renewal Corporation (KRRC) will carry them out. In
January, the KRRC will file a second application to FERC to
add California and Oregon as "co-licensees" of the dams, a
move that appears to shield PacifiCorp from liabil-
ity. PacifiCorp has pledged $200 million for the removal pro-
ject, with another $250 million slated to come from a 2014

delivery of water to irrigated
land. In the Klamath Project, all those contracts were signed
decades before the ESA became law. The new Solicitor’s
Opinion requires that a contract-by-contract analysis be under-
taken, and lays out the legal framework for that analysis.

“This updated guidance is long overdue and very wel-
come,” said Klamath Water Users Association Executive Di-
rector and Counsel Paul Simmons. “It is solid, mainstream
work that should help bring the Klamath Project current with
other Western water projects.”

Authorized in 1905, the Klamath Project provides water
from the Klamath and Lost River systems to approximately
200,000 acres of irrigated land, as well as two national wildlife
refuges that are critical to the Pacific Flyway.

Simmons said that Klamath Water Users Association will
coordinate with Reclamation to make sure future Project oper-
ations are consistent with the new guidance.

“We will also continue to work with basin tribes and others
to reach the stability all of our communities’ need,” he said.
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COVID Infections on the Rise as Hope for Vaccines Grows

The U.S. is averaging more than one million new COVID-
19 infections per week and hospitals across the Midwest and
Southwest are overrun, forcing patients into parking lots and
calling on the federal government for reinforcements.

As of November 29, 13.2 million people in the United
States have been infected with COVID-19 and over 266,000
have died, according to STAT’s COVID-19 tracker. New
cases have increased by over 35% in the previous two weeks,
and the death rate has increased over 39% in the same time
period. As case numbers rise, state and local governments are
implementing a patchwork of restrictions and mandates to
slow the spread of the virus.

White House Response

The White House Coronavirus Task Force is urging
Americans to stay safe and mitigate the spread of the corona-
virus during the holidays. The public health experts urged the
general public to take basic precautions such as wearing
masks, washing their hands, and limiting gatherings, particu-
larly indoors.

“Now more than ever we’re asking all Americans to re-
double their efforts to be vigilant, to embrace masks, social
distancing, hand washing, our advice about crowds, and really
to support using the data to make decisions in their communi-
ties,” said Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Director Robert
Redfield.

Encouraging Vaccine Trials

Pfizer and its partner BioNTech recently submitted an
application to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to
allow emergency use of its COVID-19 vaccine. Trials have
shown the vaccine is 95 percent effective after two doses.

“When I heard the over 90% efficacy, I felt I was living a
dream,” Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla said.

One week later, Moderna Inc. said its experimental vac-
cine was 94.5 percent effective at protecting people from the
coronavirus.

"This positive interim analysis from our Phase 3 study has
given us the first clinical validation that our vaccine can pre-
vent COVID-19 disease, including severe disease," Stéphane
Bancel, chief executive officer of Moderna, said in a state-
ment.

The FDA announced that a panel of outside experts will
meet on December 10 to advise FDA on whether to approve
the emergency use request. If the vaccine is approved, the US
government has agreed to purchase 100 million doses of the
vaccine, with an option to purchase an additional 500 million
doses.

Some are expressing concern about the logistical challeng-
es of distributing the vaccines in addition to concerns about
the lack of funding and guidance needed to distribute the vac-
cines effectively.

“If things go badly in the initial weeks it could hamper the
vaccination program for months to come,” said Jason

Schwartz, a Yale public health professor who is also serving
on Connecticut’s vaccine advisory committee.

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
earlier in the month announced partnerships with large chain
pharmacies and networks that represent independent pharma-
cies and regional chains to increase access to the COVID vac-
cine once available. Through the partnership with pharmacy
chains, this program covers approximately 60 percent of phar-
macies throughout the US and its territories.

“We are leveraging the existing private sector infrastruc-
ture to get safe and effective vaccines supported by Operation
Warp Speed into communities and into arms as quickly as
possible with no out-of-pocket costs,” said HHS Secretary
Alex Azar. ““ The vast majority of Americans live within five
miles of a pharmacy, and our new agreement with pharmacy
partners across America is a critical step toward making sure
all Americans have access to safe and effective COVID-19
vaccines when they are available.”

CFAP Status

The Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) was
developed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
earlier this year to help compensate farmers for losses due to
the coronavirus pandemic. By the time the first phase of the
CFAP program ran its course, 651,099 farmers had received
more than $10 Billion in payments. The primary beneficiaries
were cattle producers ($4.3 billion) while diversified specialty
crop growers received only $834 million.

The second iteration of the program (CFAP-2) is working
much better and reaching more farmers than the first round of
aid.

“Since CFAP-2 opened to farmers on September 21, 2020
participation has been brisk,” said the National Sustainable
Agriculture Coalition (NSAC).

CFAP-2 was seen as an improvement by many, since it
expanded the program to many diversified small grain growers
and oil seed producers who were excluded from CFAP-1. The
more significant change was the addition of the sales commod-
ity payment, which is open to producers of specialty crops,
nursery crops, tobacco, some minor livestock species, and aq-
uaculture products, according to NSAC.

The CFAP-2 application window closes December 11.
Developments on Capitol Hill

One week before Thanksgiving, staffers for House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-CALIFORNIA), Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY), and House Minority Leader Kevin McCar-
thy (R-CALIFORNIA) met to discuss a spending deal as law-
makers work to meet the December 11 deadline. According to
POLITICO Playbook, coronavirus relief was also discussed
during the meeting. However, the discussion was not about a

Continued on Page 10
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COVID-19 Response (Continued from Page 9)

new relief package but rather, “the expiration of COVID re-
lief-related items like pandemic unemployment assistance,
student loan forbearance and the Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram.”

Senate Finance Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-
IA) and Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OREGON) are
criticizing the new Treasury Department guidance about the
tax treatment of expenses related to the Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) loans, asking the Department to revisit its ap-
proach. Under the IRS guidance, if a business has not had its
PPP loan forgiven at the end of the year but expects the loan
to be forgiven in the future, the company cannot deduct ex-
penses related to the loan if the business hasn’t yet filed for
forgiveness. In their statement, Senators Grassley and Wyden
said that the new guidance goes against the congressional
intent that small businesses receiving PPP loans be able to
take deductions for ordinary and necessary business expens-
es.

“While we continue our efforts to clarify in any end-of-
year legislation the intended relief in the CARES Act, we
have an opportunity to provide meaningful relief to small
businesses at this critical time,” the Senators stated. “We en-
courage Treasury to reconsider its position on the deductibil-
ity of these expenses, and

Pelosi and Leader Schumer, President-elect Biden also out-
lined his agenda for the first 100 days of his presidency, which
he said includes taking aggressive action (e.g., expanded test-
ing) to contain COVID-19 and providing resources for eco-
nomic recovery.

"The Biden administration has a huge task ahead. They
have to put the train back on the rails while hurtling down the
track," said Scott Becker, CEO of the Association of Public
Health Laboratories.

President-elect Biden and his team now have authorization
from the General Services Administration to begin the transi-
tion process, which will allow them to more robustly begin
planning pandemic response and recovery efforts. Yohannes
Abraham, the executive director of the Biden-Harris transition,
said “transition officials will begin meeting with federal offi-
cials to discuss the pandemic response” in the days ahead.

Pandemic Response by one Western Water Agency

As with other industries throughout the country, Western
water purveyors have had to change how they do business
during the pandemic. Ted Cooke, General Manager at the Cen-
tral Arizona Project (CAP),

the timing of those deduc-
tions, to provide relief to
the small businesses that
need it most.”

Biden-Harris
Transition Team Plans

President-elect Joe
Biden announced the
names of health experts
who will serve on his Tran-
sition COVID-19 Advisory
Board. Members of the
Advisory Board served in
previous administrations

\
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earlier this month spoke to a
University of Arizona Water
Resources Research Center
forum about how the state’s
largest water utility has re-
sponded to the coronavirus
pandemic. His talk highlight-
ed the measures CAP took to
keep delivering water while
ensuring the safety of its
nearly 500 employees.

By mid-March as the
spread of the virus became
evident, CAP took early ac-
tion by canceling or convert-
ing their meetings into virtual
events. Administrative, tech-
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CAP General Manager Ted Cooke. Photo courtesy of Ariz. PBS.

and have experience re-
sponding to nationwide and worldwide public health crises.
“Dealing with the coronavirus pandemic is one of the
most important battles our administration will face, and I will
be informed by science and by experts,” said President-elect
Biden. “The advisory board will help shape my approach to
managing the surge in reported infections; ensuring vaccines
are safe, effective, and distributed efficiently, equitably, and
free; and protecting at-risk populations.”

President-elect Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala
Harris later in the month met virtually with the U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors to discuss their shared priorities, including
coronavirus relief. The meeting comes days after President-
elect Biden and Vice President-elect Harris met with a biparti-
san group of governors, as well as House Speaker Pelosi and
Senate Minority Leader Schumer, to discuss pandemic re-
sponse, among other issues. At the meeting with Speaker

nical, and professional staff were asked to work remotely to
cut down employee numbers within CAP facilities. Field em-
ployees who had to perform essential work were required to
socially distance and respect health guidelines.

Since the onset of the pandemic, CAP has only experi-
enced 14 cases of the infection. Cooke added that because of
rapidly changing information from CDC and local health de-
partments, CAP monitored sources of critical information dai-
ly to ensure employee safety.

“Early, decisive action, monitoring sources of critical in-
formation, and frequent communication with employees and
the Board,” were all contributing factors to CAP’s successful
response, according to Mr. Cooke.

CAP field employees were scheduled to return to a regular
4-day, 10-hour work schedule by January 3.

Page 10



Monthly Briefing

November 2020

Meet Josh and Jane!

The Family Farm Alliance recently hired the con-
tract services of two professionals with distinguished
backgrounds and experience in the California agricul-
tural industry.

Josh Rolph (left) is
founder and owner of
Yeah Yeah Agency in
Rocklin, CA, After two
decades working in pol-
itics and policy for
elected officials in
Washington, and then
representing California
farmers before the fed-
eral government, his
primary job has been to
communicate complex
problems s1mply and make others look good. He is
turning those talents to Yeah Yeah, helping small
businesses compete in an increasingly noisy commu-
nications environment. The Alliance recently hired
Josh to help coordinate and improve the organiza-
tion’s social media outreach efforts.

Jane Townsend (right),
has been an Associate Di-
rector of AAMSI (Ag Asso-
ciation Management Ser-
vices, Inc., Sacramento,
CA) for over 25 years. The
company currently manages
34 agricultural trade associ-
ations in California and the
Pacific Northwest. Among
many other duties, Ms.
Townsend serves as the
Coordinator the Family
Farm Alliance Annual Con- |
ference. The Alliance is
expanding her duties to assist and coordinate fundrais-
ing duties.

“Expansion and enhancing our social media and
fundraising efforts were listed as top priorities by our
board of directors earlier this year,” said Alliance ex-
ecutive Director Dan Keppen. “We’re happy to have
Josh and Jane on board to help us in these important
areas.”
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2021 Alliance (Virtual) Annual Conference

We hope you will join the Family Farm Alliance (virtually, that
is) during the week of February 15, 2021 to learn how Western
agricultural water users are working with their communities, fed-
eral and state governments, investors and NGOs to shore up
their water reliability.

The 2021 Family Farm Alliance annual conference originally
% scheduled to be held in Reno (NEVADA) at that time will now be

4 a virtual event.
: “This decision by the Alliance board of directors was made af-
¥ ter careful consideration of all options,” said Alliance President
Patrick O'Toole (WYOMING). “With the global COVID pandemic,
and the associated uncertainty that surrounds us during this diffi-
cult time, the board decided it was not in the best interest of our
attendees to move forward with an on-location event.”

More information -
sorship opportunities, and a program agenda - are being devel-
oped and will be shared with Alliance membership and the public
in the coming weeks.

including final dates, registration and spon-
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